Il musicista THOMAS LEPORIS a Milano

Da: Reynolds, Christopher A. Papal Patronage and the Music of St. Peter's, 1380-
1513. Berkeley: University of California Press, ¢1995 1995.
http://ark.cdlib.org/ark:/13030/ft4199n91h/

¥ Papal Patronage and the Music of St.
jpral Falronmge

and the Muosic of 5t. Petor’s, Pete r.S, 1380_15_13
1o =-1513

im 1 ¥

Christopher A. Reynolds
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA PRESS
Berkeley - Los Angeles - Oxford

© 1996 The Regents of the University of California

— 127 —

In the 1470s Cornuel sent a verse letter to Nicholas Rembert in Rome, in which his ties to France
are plainly stated. Pleading for assistance in procuring benefices, Cornuel reveals that he and
Rembert were both from Boullenois. He also mentioned two other French musicians; Michault and
Leporis. Michault is most likely Michault Sauvage de le Lutin, a singer in the French Royal Chapel
from 1461-62 to 1469-70. And Leporis is surely the singer Thomas Leporis, in the papal chapel
from 1458 to 1472 (thus he and Cornuel were in Rome at the same time). In the 1470s Leporis
went to Paris and Savoy recruiting singers for Milan, implying that he also had some more stable
connection with Paris. Michault's dates are in Perkins, "Musical Patronage at the Royal Court of
France under Charles VII and Louis XI (1422-83)," 554; on Leporis see Starr, "Music and Music
Patronage," 191-96. For Cornuel, there is André Pirro, "Jean Cornuel, vicaire a Cambrai"; and E.
Droz, "Notes sur Me Jean Cornuel, dit Verjus."

Da: Starr, "Music and Music Patronage," 191-96

TUOMAS LEPORLY (LE LIEVAE}. In Octgber 1472 Leporis gcrived at the

court of Galeazzo Sforza, Duke of Milan, armed with the following testimenisl

from 3rands da Castiglione, Bishop of Como and adviser to the Duke:
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--.Yestarday, the bearer, Magister Thomas, srrived hers [in Milan],
ha is 2 Frenchman, just some from Foms, and having abrained <ertain
benefices, was Feturning to Frence--co Housn, where he has a
benafice. Being on Terms of great intimacy and friendship wich me,
znd learning that [ was here, he paid me @ wisit, I know him to be
#n excellent singer, both as 3 performer and in matters
thesreticel, By virtue of baving been educated in the chapel af
the Duke of Burgundy from echildhaod, and then having serformed to
great praizs in the papal chapal, ke has arrvived a: such perfection
in his art, that truly, [ believe thar wWare one 1o ssarch all of
France, it would be difficulr to find his Like. For this redsen,
a5 the npews chat Yonr Lordship wants to ssrablish g notable and
most worthy chape! becomas moras widespread sach day, I hawe adviged
Magister Thomas to present nimsalf to Your Sublimity, in ordaer
that, should is please yeu to hear him perfarm with vour other
singers, you might do as ¥ou ses fit. I remind Your Lordship that
he is knewt to 2!l the good singers in France and ar che Reman
court, and thit he knows a1l of them; so that he would ba able Lo
administfar and direct 3 chapel as well as anyond.  He is complisznc,
extremely affable, and wonld do everything nacessary to please Your
Lerdship. Therefore, it sccurred Lo me to sand him on, s& that yau
might, if it pleases you, hear him and gicher recain him, or send
him on his way,???

Contamperary records confirm all of the bicgraphizal particulars of this

SR aweive qui Hagiscro Thomaxo, franzeose, exhlbitora presente,

quadle veng da Rema, et chrenuci certi baneficii se ne ritornava in
Franza, ad Reharo dove a! & beneficisra.  Costui havenns con mi grande
domesticheza et amicitia, at Sentende che jo ats qui, me & venuts ad
wisitare., EZr jo consscendolo excelientissimo cancare, si in pracica eomo
etiamdia in thecriea, et per ssssre Fin da sua pueritiz allevato in la
Cappella del duca de Borgogna, <t poy praticats st staro Zon gran sua
laude in la Cappella del PEpa, & wvenuca de tale perfectione in ia sud
faculca che vermmente i9 stimo, che chi cercasse cucts la Franza,
sarehbe diffjcile cosa da trovare un sue simils. Ec per questo
divulgandsse ogni di pid la fama che V. Siz.ria yole faras una notabile
et degnissima Cappslla, ha confortaco il dicte Magistro Thomaso ad
venire alla presentia dalla sublimici vostra, adoioshé piacendogli ad
quella de adirle insiema eon 14 altri suei Cantori, possa fare come gli
Pare. Ricordands ad V. 3ip.ria che costuy & cognosciuce da tuced |
boni canteri de Franzz et de Corcg ds Rooa; et luy similuents cagnosca
Li altrd, par mode che per derizace et zovernare una capprlla, sarebbe



latzer., In [444 Duke Philip of Burgundy dig #udition a Themas Le Li
"chanteur de Reuen", for which trial e Sifger was paid g £l Thre

lazer a singer with cha SAME name wasg Appointed to the duzal chapai;

O retain ehis appointment entil 1433243 ﬂaaniglione's letter fmp)iyg
the singer cransferre_d directly ro t-he Pépal chapei from Burgundy; ia ‘
there {5 a five-vear lacuna in Leporis' surriculum pirga. The documen:giq;
silant abour his wheresbours betyeen 1853 and 1438 192 :

In early Movember 1458, Leporis, aleng with Honstraaul, Cerniar, and'ﬂ
Beaunnair, was among a ETOUD of musigiaps who had been recruired tg rhe new

Pope’s chapal. 03 He remaiped g rapal sipngar fop nearly fourtagg Years,

T

i Mapgy, #istoire, pp. 2go and FAF-57. Mapiy cancludes, 3z dosg
the author, thar rpe “chanteur 4o Rouen" anditioneq i lasd and the
singaer finally ehgagad for the ducal chapel arg the same persen,

“Leporis” g Siwply a version of Lepraha, the Larig for the cown of
La Lidpvra, i the praviacs of Haute-Rhin in Eascern France, (Oréus
latinus, v, 2. p. 3833, AL some point, che musician--or his Ancestarg--
MUSE have secciag in the diccasa of Rouen,

e L impossibla thatr Leporis should haye left the Burgundian
chapa! fgp dnything less rhap emplavment in another chapal of the firsg
Tank. The letter af recommendat g far Leperis Suggests that ha pad
sTant ctensidarable time [p France "he is known tg 4l]l of tha good
singars ip France...and he Anows all of tham'y, Unfartunacely, Laporis’
name doss noe figure ip the publizshed Foscers of che majer seculap
thagals i France angd Savoy during this Pariod.  (Thag is, in the rayal
chapals, the Sainre-Chap=lla of Bourgas, tha chapal af Rans d'anjon, ang
the dical chape; 8f Savoy). 4 "Nasiles Thomas, chantenr, heweyar, was
aneng thae highesc-naig singers of the chipal of Charles, dug 2'0rleans
in 1455, 4 colleagun of “885ire Thomss yag ngng athar chan Guillaume [p
Rouge {a.k.a. Guillaymeg Ruby), far mEAny vears g finger in tha Burgundian
chapel. It 44 2t least POsSsible thag Leparis Eransferrad, ryg Yearg
aftar |a flougs, frem che chapa! of Philip the Gogd Eo that af his aliy
ind relativa by MArTIAZe, Charlas d'Orlaups, {Fer the relatianséip
between rhe rya dukes, sgpe Vaughan, Efpilip cha tood, po, 122-25; an
"messire Thomas" sze Dahnk, ”HUEikausubung". 7. 1843,

"’Alnhcugh Letoris was anr offlcfaily entered antg ghe chaps
TOSTEr unti] December, s wig included ameng the chapal singers who
recaived 3 subvencion for the purchasg pf 1 horss, in z Fayment daged 13
Novanbay 1838, [ASR uc 834, F, Lipy.
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witil the auvrumn of 1472.°%%°

Luring this time, Leporis of course did as the majocity of his

esllpagues did: he sought the present financial reward and futura securicy

-uf ecclesiastical preferment. And like his c&lliaguei, Leporis aimed at
bensfices located in or near Rouen, the diccese of his affiliacion. The pope
received and assented to Leporis” peciticns for cancnries in Lisieux and
Rouen, znd for the rectorship of a parish church in that dioszese. Pius'
successor wAs Lo grant Leporis anather canonry, in Leon. Again like so many
other papal musicians, laporis made the seemingly obligstory, and zlmest
invariably uﬂsuccﬁssful bid for @ canonry at the cathedral of Dambrai.®*?
The most arresting patitinﬁ By far--one chat places Lepordis in a racher
different light from his collesgues--was hisg first supplicgtion to Pius I,
dated & May 1460.°%" Beginning uncharacteristically, not with the usual
descripticn of a4 desired henefice, but with a rhetorical sllusion to
scriprure, "Cum psalmiscz dicat venive ac reddite", Leporis goes on to
request & lagve of absensa in order za fulfill 2 vew to visit the Holy
Sepulchre in Jeruszlem. It must have taken 4 great deal of conrage for a
zlerice thus to prepose to venture fnte the fsstern HEdEterranaan 4C @ time

wher the pops’'s armada sgainst the Turks was beginning o assemble in cne

#'4aparis was a memher of the csppells af Pacl II ac the ponciff's
death in Julv 1471, (ASR MO 844, £, 214v). The Mandatl Camerald for the
early vears of the reign of Sixtus IV have baan lest, bul we may assume
chat Leporis remained {n papal service uncil] his depsrcure for France,
in Ootober 1472, [In a leccer af 1473 the Duke of Milan describes
Leporis as having been "a singsr in the Apestolic Chapel under four
[i.2., thres| popes’. Galaazzc wust have been refarring to popes Pius
T3, Paul 11, and Sixcus [V; he erred in counting in their predecsssor,
Galixzus [ITy, OF. Mocca, "Husici', p. 106,

IFSASY RS 583, £. 263uw; RV 323, FE. 124-25v (Rewen); DO 232, £, 119
{Lacnd: RL 340, F£. 102p-4r: RS 533, #£. 2°3r.4r (Cambrai).

PRRASV RS 529, £I, 278w-T%r,



2llowad Nipsalf rg Ba diverpeq Briafly inca the dues] chapsl ag hERETR

Be seryad for perhaps 2ightean mOnths, 4 Substanria} paction of nig

respons ihilicias Appears g have beap in the drea of Tecruitment,

Paris ipn search of qualifiag slngers for py, na [

formed musica) S¥taklishment of Galedzze Sfopms e BY 1474 Loperrs had

" "Thera s 9 Eign of hig ghsencs fran FREUlAT sarvies gp the
chapel during piyg’ Taign., But ap 3 June 1444 Lepocis racoy
Specigl parmen: of his Salary for Hay; the FAFMENE Bore the 2dditigng]
Tetation, "qui abgans ®3t™. From Jume threugh AURLST, Lepargy’ Rdme
dPpedts in the Tasters wigh 4 CIO5s beside e, Ha is dropeed from the
lists dleogather fram Sepiemhar ChiTough Novephar, During thesa Samas =iy
ABRLhE, the Papal Treasurar orderad rhg disbursameny 9f 3 sup
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Sigrhed forma] lestars of intrudna;ion on Leporie’ behalf g tha Hilane3q

ambassador rg tha Frepeh SAUXT, and g Johanneg Ockegham, Mastar of pyg

French To¥al chapal, Leporis 31gq S2tried a letrar o intreduccion o

Yelandea, Duchess o Savay. Ke Sarved in the chapel of the §forza far :

fust a lictle gyvap OHE ¥ear; by 147 Be had bean drapped frop the rosee, :

2f singary. '
During his SnESZement in wh, Hilanege SOUrT clape] Leparis

atiempzed rg BroTure one jagr Rrevision from the Holy Sae. Tha Duke

wrote o hig YEprEsentarive 4. the Curia, insrru;c:ng bim g dtCempr oo

Snclre thg Pattanage gof Cardinal Ginliang dells Rovare (che furupa

Juliyps Iy an Lepgris® bDehalsE, Apparen:!y the mus e dan had, befora

leavipg Rema, Arrangad fgr che i83isance grf Carding: Sessarion g
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Da: Archivio storico lombardo

sigliere ducale Bramnda di Castiglione, ad eseropio, aveva avvertito Galeazzo Maria alln fine d’ottobre 1472
che era di passaggio, proveniente da Roma e diretto in Francia, magistro Tomasoe Leporis « excellentissima
cantore, sl in pratica come etiandio in theorica, et per essere fin da sua pueritia allevato in la Cappella del
duca i Borgogna, et poy praticato et stato con gran sua lande in la cappella del papa s, Podché il vesoona
& al corrente che 11 dwsea 4 vole fare una notahile et dw‘ﬁsaima. {,'.n.pp:]La ¥, & 5 anche che rlur] tal T.-f‘]'jl'h'i.i.

& quanto mai adatto tEr derizare ¢f goverman wia l:-a.E»_eI.la v & & permesso di consigliare il mosicista a

Roma, di passaggio a Milano per la Francia, vi si fermava, Egi
aveva cantato, prima che nella cappella papale, in quella del
Muea di Borgogna. Ma a meglio imparare a conoscerlo giovera

Venerabilis amice noster carissime. Mitientes in illas regiones d.
Thomam Leporis, clericum et Canonicum Rothomagensem, ac Cardinum
de Bosco ad conducendos quosdam eantores ad servilia nostra, com-

i i i i Tferenda, I

=3 s

dux Mediolani ete.
per Phidippum Jacobus.

Questo Leporis, di casato francese forse Liéore o Le Lidore (1),




