HAMLET, THE MOVIE

I do really like seeing films taken from plays of the theatre where people talk really like if they were on the scene, but with more special effects and possibilities. I personally like Kenneth Branagh as an actor of Shakespeare’s plays because for me he has the right physiognomy: he seems to be very serious, but also sarcastic and ironic at the same time. He can change humour only with a little movement of his face; according to me when he speaks he moves his mouth in a hypnotic way, he doesn’t lose anything even if the film I saw wasn’t in the original version.

 This film doesn’t use a lot of special effects, it tries to strike the spectators for the value of the text, not for the images; this is the most important thing to remember if you want to follow Shakespeare’s way of representing a drama. The only thing that I would change perhaps is the music. For example there’re a lot of scenes that only if the music had been different, would have struck the hearts of the public a lot more. I would have put a frightening music when the king’s spirit was running in the forest or a relaxing music in scenes like when Ophelia is speaking. Sometimes there were a lot of silent spaces, but perhaps that was an objective of the director, for example he wanted us to think about the sentences pronounced. 

For what concerns the costumes, they are not of the time when Hamlet is set, but they give you the idea of the real old life in courts. We imagine the King or the Queen dressed in a stereotyped way with soldiers in stereotyped clothes and so the director perhaps decided to dress them in the way you imagine, as you’re waiting for.

