L’AMIREL SULLA WASP

Nel luglio 1991 questa portaerei era alla fondauankcino, in occasione della festa del 4 lugliodifpendence
Day) e 'AMIREL, tramite il direttore della Cittaal Ragazzi che si & prodigato con ’Ambasciata Acaera, &
riuscita ad ottenere il permesso di una visita gtaich bordo.

Il 5 luglio eravamo una ventina tra soci e familiar ci siamo imbarcati alla darsena di Fiumicina pe
raggiungere la mastodontica nave ormeggiata in. reldaufficiale americano, che parlava italiano,hai fatto
visitare tutte le parti della nave, ponte di vdiangar inferiore, porto di sbarco dei mezzi anfispedale, plancia e
centro operativo di combattimento (prima di entrarequesta sala ci ha fatto spegnere telecameraczhime
fotografiche). Ovviamente per motivi di privacy nairha fatto visitare gli alloggi equipaggio e ngei annessi.

La USS WASP (LHD-1) e entrata in servizio nel 1@8Dé la prima di una classe di navi per assaltibianf
multiruolo sostitutive della vecchia classe TaralRao ospitare 40 tra elicotteri ed aerei a decdditicale e mezzi
d’'assalto anfibi e hovercraft. E’ lunga 257.20 argh 33.50 m e disloca 40’00 t.

La visita & durata un paio d'ore ed é stata altaeistruttiva.

Alcuni di noi, affascinati, hanno chiesto all'uffite se era possibile reperire i piani della naseqostruire un
modello e lui ha detto di rivolgersi al Ministerelth Marina US che probabilmente ce li avrebbe &atere. Non
S0 se qualcuno ci abbia provato.

Alla fonda a Fiumicino la portaerei Usa

Ogti a bordo si celebrer in pompa magna fa festa dell'indipendenza americana

5 luglio 1991

La WASP in rada

Villoresi e Mosti sul ponte di volo

Parasassi sulla poltrona del comandante

Il nostro gruppo in plancia
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COSI' LA STAMPA ROMANA HA COMMENTATO L'AVVENIMENTO
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Abordo della nave da guerra Uss Wasp, ancorata poco s lirgo di Fiumicino, l'ambasciata statunitense ha celebrato if suo 4 luglio

La festa dell’indipendenza di tutti

Peter Secchia: «Siamo qui per difendere la giustizia nel mondo»

Villa Taverna: una corte di principesse per_ il Cardinale di Dmgﬂm Szoka

La parata dell’orgoglio a stelle e strisce

Andreotti, Spadolini e Ciampi al grande ricevimento dell’'ambasciatore Usa
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MULTIPURPOSE AMF




USS WASP (LHD 1) e ity T

USS WASP (LHD 1) s the lead ship of an
all-rew class of multipurpose amphibious
assault ships built by Ingalls Shipbuilding
division of Litton in Pascagoula, Mississippi.
The Mavy/Marime Corps team's nesest amphibious
support warship hoas as {ts primary mission the
embarkation, deployment, landing, and support ‘;‘E - ;
of a Marine Landing Force. BT e

USS WASP and her sister ships sre the first specifically designed to accomnmodate new afr cushion landine™
craft (LCAC) for fast troop movement over the beach and Marrier 11 (AV-B8) STO/VL (Short Take Off/Vertical
Landing) jets, which will provide close-in air support for the sssault force. The ship will also sccommodate
the full range of Mavy and Marine Corps helicopters, conventional landing craft, and amphibious wehicles.

LHD 1 ie B4& feet long with o beam of 106 feet. Two steam propulsion plants, developing 70,000 combined
horgepower, Will drive the 40,500 ton ship to speeds in excess of 20 knots.

To carry out her primary mission, USS WASP has an sssault support system that synchronizes the
simultanecus horizontal and vertical flow of troops, cargs and vehicles througholt the ship. Two afrcraft
elevators service the hangar and flight decks. Six cargo elevators, each 12 by 25 feet, are used to
transport material and supplies from her 100,000 cubic foot cargo holds throughout the ship to staging areas
on the flight deck, hangar, and wehicle stowage decks. Cargo {s transported to waiting landing craft docked
within the ship's 13,000 square-foot well deck via a monorail system. Helicopters in the hangar or on the
flight deck are cargo-loaded by forklift.

off the landing beach, USS WASP can ballast over 15,000 tons of seawater for trimming the ship during
landing craft launch/recovery cperations in the well deck. 4

LHD 1 has mecical and dental facilities capable of providing intensive medical assistance to &00
casualties, whether combat incurred or brought aboard ship during humaniterian missions, while providing
routine medical /dental care to embarked ship and troop personnel. Mojor medical facilities include four main
and two emergency operating rooms, four dental opersting rooms, ®-ray rooms, a blood bank, lsboratories, and
patient warda. In addition, three battle dressing stations are located throughout the ship, a8 well o8 o
casualty collecting area at the flight deck level. Medicel elevators rapidly transfer casualties from the
flight and hangar decks to the medical facilities.

For the comfort of her 1,077 crewmembers and 2,074 embarked troops, ell manned spaces and berthing area
are Individually heated and air conditioned. Crew and troop berthing are on the same deck level, with
gulleys and mess: facilities nearby. Berthing areas sre subdivided to provide semiprivete spaces, without
sdversely affecting efficiency. Deck and wall coverings are decorative but slso serviceable and sasy to
maintain, Mess facilities facilitate repid feeding in & restsurant atmosphere. Onboard recreational
facilities include & library, weight and recreation rooms, hobby shops, and closed-circuit television
facilities located throughout the crew and troop gquarters.

USS WASP's two propulsion plants -- the largest currently in operation in the U.5. Mavy --generate a
total of 400 tons of steam per hour. The propulsion system develops 70,000 shaft horscpower, powering the
ship to speeds fn excess of 20 knots.

If the energy of the two boilers were converted to electrical power, that energy could supply a city of
160,000, LHDY hes a fuel distribution system capable of receiving/transferring 360,000 gallons per hour. Her
electrical power subsystem develops 16,600 kilowats of electric power for the ship -- adequate electrical
power to Light 13,500 homes, and her 1,500 tons of air-conditioning eguipment is sufficient to
environmentally control o 32-story office building or 500 average size homes. LMD 1 also has the capability
to create enough fresh water each day to supply the normal needs of 7,800 pecple.



LHD 1 1S THE TENTH NAVY
SHIP TO BE NAMED “WASP”

Ships of the LMD 1 multipurpose amphibious assault
ship program are named for famous U.S. Navy warships
which themselves were not named for battles. In naming
LHD 1 "WASP,” the Navy honors nine previous ships,
dating to the American Revolution, which have borne
this illustrious name.

Previous U.S. Navy ships named WASP include: a
schooner, 1775-1777; a sloop of war, 1B06-1813;
another schooner, 1810-1814; a tender sioop, 1813-
1814, a ship-rigged sloop of war, 1814; an iron-hulled
sidewheel steamer, 1865-1876; a steam yacht, 1898-
1921; and the most famous of the nine, two aircraft
carriers CV 7, 1940-1942, and CV 18, 1943-1972.

The eighth WASP was a 14,700-ton, T41-fool aircraft carrier that earned two battle stars
during World War |l. She was perhaps most famous for her prominent role in two vital
reinforcement runs in support of beleagured Alliad troops on the Island of Malta in 1842
Her sterling performance evoked British Prime Minister Winston Churchill’'s famous
interrogatory message: "Who said a WASP couldn't sting twice?"

After shifting to the Pacilic theater of nperations, CV 7 participated in a number of major
engagements before being sunk during 1+ ¥ 'itle of Guadalcanal on September 15, 1942

Following the loss of CV 7. CV 18, ali.ady under construction at the time, became the
ninth WASP. The ship earned eight battle stars for her World War || service in the Pacific.
After the war, she was reclassified as an antisubmarine warlare aircraft carrier (CVS 18)
and participated in the U.S. space program as & recovery ship for astronauts from Gemini
IV, VI, ViI, IX, and X, After 29 years of gallant naval service, CVS 18 was decommissioned
in 1572,

USS WASP (LHD 1) CHARACTERISTICS
DISPLACEMENT (LT): 28,233 LIGHT — 40,532 FULL LOAD
DIMENSIONS (FEET): LENGTH 844 — BEAM 106
MAIMN ENGINES: TURBINES; 2 SHAFTS — 70,000 SHP
BOILERS: 2 (600 PS| EACH)
SPEED (KNOTS): 20+
AIRCRAFT: 42 (CH-46) HELICOPTERS OR EQUIVALENT
LAMDING CRAFT: 3 AMPHIBIOUS AIR-CUSHION VEHICLES (LCAC)
MISSILES: 2 NATO SEA SPARROW MISSILE SYSTEMS
GLINS 3 CIWS; 8-50 CAL
COMPLEMENT.: 1077
TROOPS: 2.074
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