
Outline of a prose text
The following outline wiil help you recall all that you have studied in the section devoted to fiction as a literary
genre' You can use it any time you have to analyse a prose text on your own, or prepare for an orai/written test.
A final guideline is aiso given about the importance of contextualizingihe text and expressing personal response.

Author Title
I-\ -+^U A L CTaken from

The title relevont to meoning?

Setting in time

Setting in place ony proper nomeT phystcoP sociol? histortcol? supernoturol? symbolìcol?
It reflects I reveals the chorccter's feelings I mood I the outhor's view of the world. lt helps
develop the moin theme I copture rhe spirit of the oge. /t creotes o parttcular otmosphere

Characlers involved

Situation
. Turning point / cl imax
. The plot revolves oround I ls based on I is frogmentory I episodtc I welLorgonsed I
carefully built

Mode descrlption, norrotion, díologue use of floshbocks I forvvords

Narrator flrst-person; thrrd-person omntsctent (knows ond controls the chorocter s
thoughts, fee/lngs, octions, f/ters the representotion of the world) I non-omniscienl
obtrusive (Helshe cddresses the reoder, comments on the norration, makes genera/lsotlons,
I unobvusive: more nonotors: streom of conscrousness I interiar monologue

PoinUs of view ftxed, insrde I outstde the story, wide I restricted, shífttng

Presentation of characiers duect; indirect

Description of characlers:

a. Name b. Appearance c. Social

status

d. Personality e. Reactions/ f Way of

moods speaking

a. lt con suggest quolities or defects, especiolly tn coricotures
b. Foce, body ond clothes
c. Fomily, cicss, edr-.rcctron ond upbringing
d. Vtrtues (amioble, sensltlye, imagnotive, open-minded, sympothetic), defects (stubborn,

suspicious, irritoble, tense, norrow-minded, corrupted),limitotions, ottttudes, /nterests,
d evelopme nt th ro ugho ut the novel

e. Shows I hides hislher feeilngs, reocls impulsively, is cold I detoched
f Uses o simple I obscure I concrete I redundont longuoge: speok drclect

Type of character flot, round

ldee per insegnare la letteratura inglese con
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AnalYsis of language Syntax simp/e, complex; short I long sentences

Vocabulary concrete I obstroct; reolistic I symbolicol

Language devtces:

Device
Connotation

Repetition

Personification

Symbol

The message

From text to context

Personal resPonse

Language of the senses: sight'heoringsmell' toste' touch

Tone: neutroJ, ironic, trogtc, comm1ted, regretful, humorous, bitter, meloncholic' jolful'

pcssionote, ong( Y, detached

Theme:Theposscgedeo/swrthI isconcernedwi thuniversol lex is tent jo ] lsoc io| lmoro] l
sychologicoltheme/s; the moin theme rs
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ffi:lr;" ..r** htforvvord tvivid I detoited I imoginotive I elegont I eloborate I

T;i::l i'f :Yrmcuses 
on t appeots to / estcbi ishes

himself in the literarY tradttton

Ties between the text and

. the novel it belongs to

. the authors biograPhY and worKs

. the literarY context

. the hìstorical and social context

. ",i". r"*, belonging to the same or different periods

Readers reaction/s ln my opinion'lthinkth,ot --']Î,tott 
interesting portof thetextrs

...,Whoti l ike / strikes me-' " 'Thetext mokes me think of I reminds me of

Possible connections between a painting / prcture and the text
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