English I for minors, Module II. “The use of local Englishes in multicultural encounters”

Task 1 - May 22, 2006                                                             Giulia Cuscito

Report on activity 7.

My chat room conversation involved Joe, a Californian 28 years old guy. I found him on ICQ, a chat software such as MSN Messenger or Mirc.

I presented my-self as a 23 years old British girl, from Portsmouth, who now studies and lives in Rome at her Italian grandmother’s home.

I acted as a typical British girl using Linda Beamer’s Cultural Parameters; than I also focused on the differences between me as British and Joe as American. According to Linda Beamer British culture (German/British as she define it) differ from American culture (Euro American) only on two points: horizontal versus hierarchical and form trusted versus form not trusted. American culture has a Horizontal structure, it means that responsibility of things and taking decision are shared with other group members; instead British culture has an hierarchical structure where status and grade are valued, who is at the top is respected and not questioned and is responsible of his subaltern. American culture doesn’t trust in form, so absence of authenticity is despised, lies must be clarified, people must be honest about themselves; British culture trusts in form, so rules of good behaviour are known by everyone, they are careful with personal and group faces. 

The conversation was easy and sliding, without linguistic obstacles because all the other Beamer’s parameters were common to the two cultures: individualism, self control, learn from authorities, rule observance, direct communication, uncertainty averse. I didn’t test all those parameters, it needed a deeper conversation!

My chat session proceeded quickly without misunderstanding, we answered each other in few seconds as it’s shown by the clock next to nickname; we also used to write a simplified English, we wrote words as we spoke them like u for you, r for are, and other abridged or slang expressions like yo for years old or yeah for yes.

This kind of “simplified  language” is common even in other language such as Italian or French, it is used for quick communication through new media like mobile (sms) or internet (chat room).

Here below I report my chat session with some comment about cultural parameters which comes out from discussion.

hope83 (12:19 PM) : 

Hi!!!

Joe (12:19 PM) : 

Hi

hope83 (12:20 PM) : 

how do u do?

Joe (12:20 PM) : 

Quite well. How do u do?

hope83 (12:20 PM) : 

me too, where r u from?!

Joe (12:20 PM) : 

I'm from California

Joe (12:21 PM) : 

And according to ur profile, u'r from Ukraine

hope83 (12:21 PM) : 
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ohh great, good California!! No I’m not from Ukraine

hope83 (12:22 PM) : 

there must be a mistake in my profile!

Joe (12:22 PM) : 

Well it only says u work there, that's about all the information

hope83 (12:23 PM) : 

mmm i guess I should complete it

hope83 (12:23 PM) : 

!

Joe (12:23 PM) : 
 

You don't have to, most people leave quite a bit blank


hope83 (12:23 PM) :
 

I'll tell u about me if u want!

Joe (12:24 PM) : 

Of course I want

hope83 (12:24 PM) : 

I'm from UK, Portsmouth

hope83 (12:24 PM) : 

but

Joe (12:24 PM) : 

Well that certainly is a bit away from the Ukraine

hope83 (12:25 PM) : 

 surely ahahaha!!! 

hope83 (12:25 PM) : 

I'm living and studying in Rome

hope83 (12:26 PM) : 

what do u do in ur life?!

Joe (12:26 PM) : 

I own Caffeinated Music an online music distributor

hope83 (12:27 PM) : 

ohh , so u're into digital music business?

Joe (12:27 PM) : 

Yeah, since I was 24…

hope83 (12:28 PM) :

Was it difficult to do?

Joe (12:28 PM) : 

Yeah at first I found difficulties, but I resolved all in quickly.

hope83 (12:29 PM) :

It’s just u who manages the business?

Joe (12:30 PM) : 

I manage the web site administration n 

coordinate all the activities, but I’d be useless 

without musicians who decide to distribute

 their music on my web site.

hope83 (12:30 PM) :

That’s cool, does it takes time to plan 

all the activities to distribute music?

Joe (12:32 PM) : 

Yeah not much time, but it’s essential to have a good plan of what I’m doing as distributor and what people wants to hears.

hope83 (12:32 PM) : 

what do u like to listen? I mean, what kind of music?

Joe (12:33 PM) : 

Pretty much everything, but right now I'm a bit tired of the American pop music, it's become too formulaic

hope83 (12:33 PM) : 

it's always the same thing! I like pop rock and some other stuff from both UK and Italy

hope83 (12:33 PM) : 

how old r u?

Joe (12:34 PM) : 

I'm 28. U?

hope83 (12:34 PM) : 

I'm 23 yo

hope83 (12:34 PM) : 

have u got a girlfriend?

Joe (12:35 PM) : 

Nope right now

Joe (12:35 PM) : 

Do u have an so?

hope83 (12:35 PM) : 

Oh no...actually I'm freeeee!

Joe (12:36 PM) : 

I know better than that, a good woman is always expensive ;-)

hope83 (12:37 PM) : 

u know  here in Italy boys r always around girls...so it's quite 

difficult remaining free ahahah

hope83 (12:37 PM) : 

:-)

Joe (12:37 PM) : 

Such pithy men r not an issue, for I am Bacchus ;-)

hope83 (12:38 PM) : 

Why Bacchus?!....I'm getting stupid here

Joe (12:38 PM) : 

Bacchus was the Roman god of wine n  women

Joe (12:39 PM) : 

Basically the roman god of vice

hope83 (12:39 PM) : 


I know ... off course, My grandmother is Italian, I live with her here... 

hope83 (12:40 PM) : 

So r u a vicious? °0°

Joe (12:40 PM) : 

I much prefer to cause pleasure than pain

hope83 (12:40 PM) : 

Yeahh i totally agree with u! 

hope83 (12:41 PM) : 

It's not so common a boy telling that

Joe (12:41 PM) : 

I am far from common


hope83 (12:41 PM) : 

great!

hope83 (12:42 PM) : 

have u ever been in Italy?

Joe (12:42 PM) : 

No I haven't, but I would like to

hope83 (12:43 PM) : 

Here it's quite chaotic but really fascinating especially in the night! Where have u been abroad?

Joe (12:43 PM) : 

British Isles, Australia, Mexico n Canada

Joe (12:43 PM) : 

Have u made it over to California yet?

hope83 (12:44 PM) : 

No, never been there!

hope83 (12:44 PM) : 

But i'd really like to

Joe (12:44 PM) : 

u should, especially the San Francisco area

hope83 (12:44 PM) : 

What about it?

Joe (12:45 PM) : 

Well that would be near me :-D

hope83 (12:45 PM) : 

I thought it, Bacchus!

Joe (12:45 PM) : 

It's also close to the Santa Cruz mountains, n Napa n Sonoma Valleys, areas world famous for their wines 

:-D

hope83 (12:46 PM) : 

Well ... Actually wine is Italian and French!!! ahahahah :))))))

Joe (12:47 PM) : 

Yes, but I prefer the Santa Cruz wines, they tend to have fewer calories so I don't end up looking like Bacchus

hope83 (12:48 PM) : 

mmm u don't know how Bacchus used to digest calories!

Joe (12:49 PM) : 

Well judging by his statues, he had too many of them

hope83 (12:51 PM) : 

yess he had too many women, they were called Baccanti (it's Italian for women who adored God Bacchus), Bacchantes!

hope83 (12:51 PM) : 

not only calories

Joe (12:51 PM) : 

Is there really such a thing as too many women?

hope83 (12:52 PM) : 

Off course... Don't u know Euripides’s "Bacchantes" ?

Joe (12:53 PM) : 

I can't say I've read it

hope83 (12:53 PM) : 

I suppose...u prefer Bacchus wine!

hope83 (12:53 PM) : 

ahahahah

Joe (12:54 PM) : 

strangely, I'm not a drinker. I have plenty of wines,

but I buy much more than I drink

hope83 (12:54 PM) : 

Better than drunk!
hope83 (12:54 PM) : 

listen..

hope83 (12:55 PM) : 

I'm going to have my lunch so

Joe (12:55 PM) : 

Ok, I'll probably be in bed when u get back

hope83 (12:56 PM) : 

oh .. u can save my contact so we can chat again

Joe (12:56 PM) : 

I'm on most night until about now

hope83 (12:57 PM) : 

So there in California, is it night right now?

Joe (12:57 PM) : 

It's 4AM
hope83 (12:58 PM) : 

so hurry up  in your bed!! here is 1pm

Joe (12:58 PM) : 

I always go to bed at 4

hope83 (12:59 PM) : 

So maybe in the next days we'll find each other  here again!

hope83 (12:59 PM) : 

if u want!

Joe (12:59 PM) : 

I hope so

hope83 (01:00 PM) : 

all right! goodnight 

hope83 (01:00 PM) : 

!!

Here Joe shows accordance with the parameter of direct communication because he comments the disagreement between my profile and my real info. He refers to this mistake often during the conversation, at first asking if it is correct, lately joking he remarks it. In this point he also refers to the parameter of form not trusted because people must be honest about themselves.





However I answered saying that  I’ll soon correct it, showing a sort of observance of rule. 





From this point on Joe start speaking about his job and the answers which he gave me, make me understand that he is really individualist because he “boasts” himself of his individual success passing alone a lot of difficulties. He also says that he is the most important person of this project because he manages the web site and coordinates all the activities alone, but he also says that without musicians and their approval he couldn’t do nothing, he shares responsibility with others, so he proves a horizontal structure in his job. Besides Joe shows accordance also with the parameter of self control because he says that strategy is very important to do a good work so he has done a good plan of work to follow.








His egotism reflects a sort of individualism and independence from what other people think or say.





He doesn’t care about what I may think, he says what he likes presenting himself with authenticity, that’s referred to form not trusted parameter. I, as a British girl, couldn’t avoid asking him more about his “vice”, but he didn’t care about his reputation, which is instead what counts in a culture where form is trusted, like the British one. 





At the beginning of our discussion on Bacchus he seemed known all his story, but now I said something of more particular that he doesn’t know; so transpire a fear of being in a risky situation because he doesn’t know all the story (parameter of uncertainty averse). So  Joe comes out from this situation saying shyly that he can’t says he has read it.








