Pamela De Santis – English II, LM – Task 1A – March 30, 2009

New York and “The Bronx” EXCELLENT – ONE OF THE BEST IF NOT THE BEST.  A VERY THOUGHTFUL ANALYSIS...   CRITIQUE: IT GIVES A LOT OF EMPHASIS TO “PERSONAL FREEDOM”, ESPECIALLY IN THE MAXIMS.  THIS IS TYPICAL OF THE BRONX, OF COURSE, BUT SEEMS TO BE PAM'S MANIA...

INTENTIONAL  MATRIX

In the following section I am going to show some of American cultural values and, in particular, I am going to analyze the Bronx New Yorker’s way of thinking and behaving with their relative cultural dimensions.

A/B Values and cultural dimensions

1a. Multicultural environment. One of the main characteristics of an American town CITY, in particular New York and one of its boroughS (The Bronx), is the fact that the population have HAS different cultural backgrounds. It is made up of descendants of the original Italian, Chinese, German, Asiatic [THIS INCLUDES CHINA], Hispanic immigrants and, especially in the south, descendants of the bBlack people brought in as slaves from Africa. All this THESE people created the so called ‘Melting Pot’, a mixture of cultures and races that have not always successfully integrated.

Furthermore, there is a greater level of tolerance for a variety of ideas, thoughts and beliefs.

2a. Gender diversity. In the USA, males dominate a significant portion of the society and power structure, but in a moderate way. Furthermore, males value competitiveness, assertiveness, ambition and the accumulation of wealth and material possessions. Females become more assertive and competitive to succeed.

In The Bronx (NY), females who come from different cultural background (in particular, the American one), feel more the competitiveness because of their past in slavery. [REALLY?]


3a. Power relationships. In the USA, power relationships are quite consultative and democratic. Subordinates are more comfortable with and demand the right to contribute to and critique the decision making of those in power. This the general picture, but it is much more difficult to say if in The Bronx it is so. Maybe, the presence of gangs who control, indirectly, some of its districts may contribute to give a hierarchical power in social and work relationships.  [On the contrary: gangs are (in theory) horizontal: the Police and Judges and Mayors do not count, only the people's power counts and that is (in theory) expressed by gangs.  Of course, gangs can be very hierarchical in their inner power structure, so this is a contradiction.  Nonetheless, they express opposition to vertical power.]


4a. Pride in their country. Americans take pride in their country and consider themselves patriots. They feel free from the barriers of the UK and they are proud of their traditions (think about the ‘ThanksgGiving Day’, a proper American festivity) and customs (think about the ‘Valentine’s Day’). People who live in The Bronx are proud to be its citizens and to belong to its diversity. In fact, they called their borough ‘The Bronx’ and not only ‘Bronx’ to give it much more importance and to consider it as the best among other boroughs.

5a. Family and individualism. Small nuclear family environment; people may not share individual accomplishments and initiatives with their elders. In most families, once the child has become a teenager and graduated from High School, he or she leaves the home and leads an independent lifestyle. Individualism is prized and this is reflected in the family unit.

In The Bronx, African American children live in a household with only one parent, typically the mother and these figures appear to indicate a weak African American nuclear family structure.


6a. Friendliness and informality. American people tend to not wait to be introduced, they begin to speak with strangers as they stand in a queue, sit next to each other at an event, for example. Furthermore, a handshake, a smile and a “hi” are all that is needed. 

Men and women alike shake hands with each other and avoiding or breaking eye contact in the duration of a handshake can be considered suspicious or even rude behavior. It is common to use first name immediately upon meeting someone.

In The Bronx, boys and girls shake hands in a particular way, sometimes with a short embrace.


7a. Emotions. Despite of this direct and immediate use of greetings and contacts, American people are much more closed to show in showing their emotions and their frames of mind, and hold an independent view of the self. They have the perception of emotions as a unique personal experience, a subjective state that reflects the point of view of the individualistic cultures. In The Bronx the situation is a little different because of the presence of many ethnic groups that produce the aptitude to manifest the self more explicitly. 


8a. Time is money. Americans ascribe personality characteristics and values based on how people use time. If you are not on time, you are not considered to be reliable. If there is an unexpected delay, it is customary to inform people by calling them about the delay and apologize.

Life in the USA is generally fast-paced and busy and Americans don’t want to waste time on anything, even eating food. That is why the USA invented fast food!!! [A myth: Italy invented fast food: la tavola calda]


9a.Baseball and football. These sports are the best way of unity in the USA. In particular, The Bronx hosts the Yankee’s stadium and its team, The Yankees. Americans go to the stadium over the weekend to watch the matches games or they stay at home with friends and ‘beers’. This is a good way to overcome the hectic paces of city life, and if you are a supporter fan, you can enjoy these things with them.


10a. Hip Hop and the street. It is was born in The Bronx in 1970 among African American and Latino Americans, but it is spread soon spread in to the rest of the USA and the world. It is a complete and utter all-encompassing culture and the lyric contents are concentrated on social issues or they are used to express personal opinion about the society, lifestyles and native countries. It was presented as a street’s art, commonly associated with the graffiti’s art that is considered another form of expression. If you walk along The Bronx’s the streets of the Bronx, you can admire the most biggest and strangest picture that you never seen before have ever seen.


C.  Resulting maxims

1. I can enriched myself from ALL the differences.

2. I’m a woman and I have the same rights and will-to-succeed as a man.

3. I can do what I want alone as long as it doesn’t interfere with others.

4. I can overcome any obstacle.

5. I am sure of my possibilityies.

6. I can speak up spontaneously.

7. I live every day as if it were the last.

8. I can express my opinion and still respecting the others.

9. I can control myself in emotional situations.

10. I’m ready to do try new experiences.
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Movie: 

Save the last dance (2001)

Bronx Tale (only some sequences)

COMMENT ON FAMILY STRUCTURE:

[Your graph illustrates weak and strong family structures, NOT nuclear family structures.  There are almost no nuclear families in China and India, where the extended family (or patriarchal family) structure dominates.  


WEAK NUCLEAR FAMILY - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - STRONG EXTENDED FAMILY
             USA          UK    Bronx              Germany         Spain                      Italy         China           India
Nuclear families are composed of just mother-father-small_children:  when children are no longer small, they are expected to live on their own.  This is common in the USA and in the UK, somewhat in Germany, not very frequent in Italy and not at all in China and India. 
As you see, the  dimensions of weak/strong families and nuclear/extended families coincide, more or less.

(1b.)


The following polarity it must be intended as the property of the American culture to have not any  NO similar experiences and expectations because of the wide variety of backgroundS, but, at the same time, the ethnic groupS of The Bronx show a moderate common background:





LOW CONTEXT   - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -HIGH CONTEXT


              USA    UK     Bronx                    Spain               Italy                           India    Native Americans <good





This second polarity refers to the integration’s level of immigrants:





HIGH INTEGRATION - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  LOW INTEGRATION


        USA               Bronx     UK               Spain                          Italy     Germany        China





The next polarity refer  to the degree of tolerance  OF that have people with other ones  who have different backgroundS and the THEIR opening to differences and behaviors:





Uncertainty TOLLERANCE  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- Uncertainty AVERSE                  Bronx                   UK    USA     Spain                                                     Italy              Germany                �[THIS DEPENDS ON WHAT ISSUES ARE AT STAKE.  WE WILL HAVE TO DISCUSS THIS DIMENSION.]





OPEN MINDEDNESS- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -CLOSE MINDEDNESS


        Bronx    USA       Spain     UK                                     Germany      Italy                                        





(2b.)


MALE SOCIETY - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - FEMALE SOCIETY


    India    Spain     USA     UK     Bronx                        Spain      Italy      India                        Sweden   Finland





The following polarity reflects how male cultureS value the life, in terms of quantity:





QUANTITY OF LIFE - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -QUALITY OF LIFE


      Japan  [???]          USA   Bronx     UK   Italy         Spain                                            Sweden  Finland





In terms of actions, male societies are strictly connected with the fact that men do one thing at a time, in contrast with women who are able to do many things at once, so we can consider the following polarity:





MONOCHRONIC ACTION - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - -  - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - POLYCHRONIC ACTION


             USA   UK  Bronx  Sweden     Finland            Spain  Italy            Sweden     Finland Italy       Jamaica 








(3b.) 


The following cultural oppositions refers to the more or less equality in social and power relationships that permit to have a democratic point of view, but I think that in The Bronx we can’t talk about a full democracy [see my opinion above]:





HIERARCHICAL  REALTIONS - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - HORIZONTAL RELATIONS


        India                         Italy   UK Germany         Bronx           Spain                USA  Holland   Finland


 


The previous opposition is strictly connected with the respect of the law, that permits people to have equality in opportunities:


 RULES-BENDING  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - RULES-OBSERVANT                  India       China          Italy                Germany Spain               Spain Germany         Bronx               USA       UK             





HIGH POWER DISTANCE - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  --  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - LOW POWER DISTANCE


        India               China            Italy         Bronx             UK Spain                  USA











(4b.)


PRIDE IN THEIR COUNTRY - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  PRIDE IN WORLD CITIZENSHIP


      Bronx      USA  China   UK   Spain        France  Germany                      Italy                  India?!?  Norway     





The previous opposition is connected with the following one that concerns with the characteristics of Americans to respect the traditions and to pay attention to the present and the past:





SHORT TERM ORIENTATION - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - LONG TERM ORIENTATION 


            USA   Bronx      UK            Italy      Spain    Germany                                 China Japan





 





(5b.)


WEAK NUCLEAR FAMILY - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - -  - - - - STRONG NUCLEAR FAMILY


       Bronx            USA          UK            Germany         Spain                      Italy         China           India�SEE MY COMMENT ON FAMILY STRUCTURE AT THE END OF THIS PAPER





HIGH LOW CONTEXT - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - LOW HIGH CONTEXT


       USA    Bronx   UK       Spain    Germany                      Italy                          India





The following two oppositions must be connected with the importance of individual initiatives and with the high level of takeING care of oneself, independently and responsibly:


 


SELF IN CONTROL - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - OTHER IN CONTROL


       USA              UK             Germany  Bronx         Spain                                  Italy      India           





INDIVIDUALISM - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - -COLLECTIVISM


       USA              UK             Germany  Bronx          Spain                 Italy           Jamaica         India    











(6b.)


IMMEDIATE CONTACT- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - -RESERVEDNESS


          Bronx USA       Jamaica      Spain   Italy                     France           Germany    India      UK   Japan





DIRECT COMMUNICATION - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - INDIRECT COMMUNICATION


       Bronx USA       Jamaica      Spain                     France    UK    Italy      Germany     India         Japan























(7b.)


NEUTRAL - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - -EMOTIONAL


         UK Germany     USA                          Bronx         France                         Spain                      Italy            





SELF INDEPENDENT - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -SELF INTERDEPENDENT


             USA   UK  Germany              France       Bronx                Spain     Italy              India    








(8b.)


CARRY OUT ENGAGEMENTS - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -COMPLY ACCORDING TO CIRCUMSTANCES


     Switzerland  UK          USA       Bronx                                    Spain     Italy      





The promptness of American people must be associated to a further polarity which concerns with their aptitude to do one thing at a time and to be concrete people:





MONOCHRONIC ACTION  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - POLYCHRONIC ACTION


                 Switzerland  UK          USA       Bronx                                    Spain     Italy





(9b.)


In this value (or affect? VALUE), we can see a collectivist aspects, that is, the unity to support the same sport team and a high level of sharing the same values and beliefs, as in an group: [You can't use the terms “individualist/collectivist” to mean what you mean, use other terms.]





 INDIVIDUALIST CASTE SPIRIT- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -TEAM SPIRIT- COLLECTIVIST


       India         Japan    China  Russia                    France       Spain       Italy      USA  Bronx    UK





LOW CONTEXT- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - HIGH CONTEXT


       India          Russia                                                France       Spain       Italy      USA  Bronx    UK








(10b.)


According to these beliefs and way of expressing opinion, we can see that, in The Bronx, there is a greater level of freedom and a positive way of unity between young people:





MODERATE FREEDOM OF OPINION - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - LIMITED FREEDOM OF OPINION


  Bronx     USA          Spain           Italy France       UK    Germany            Africa                   India?!?   Vatican





The freedom of expression can be associated to with a direct communication which is  expressed through poetry in music, even if the use of slang reduces the clearness clarity:





DIRECT  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --  INDIRECT


       Bronx     USA          Spain           France         Germany                      Italy              India     UK





The freedom is strictly connected with the control of events and independence:





SELF IN CONTROL  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - OTHER IN CONTROL


        Bronx     USA  UK        Spain           France         Germany                      Italy              India     UK
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