Eugenia Netto - English, II-LM - a.a. 2008-2009

Even better!  Your Depauw university source is a good one!

TASK 1 a.

Part A: values

The main values, ideas, believes and attitudes I found about Australians (also called Aussies) 

surfing the Net and analyzing different sources are the following:

1. Australian society is an individualistic society and Australians tend to control the situation and to achieve their goals by themselves. The Power is quite horizontally distributed.

2. Australian society today is multi-cultural and multi-faith. Aussies generally respect others’ opinions.

3. Australian society is mainly a male society and even women tend to be assertive and competitive as men (a common myth is for example the ‘bushranger’
).

4. Australians value modesty, humility and sincerity. They don’t draw attention to their academic achievements, to their status or position or  to their success in general. They distrust people who do.

5. Australians give high value to social relationships. They also commonly exchange small gifts between friends and between  trades people too. They offer their help to their friends, for example when invited to a barbecue (a habit in Australia).

6. Australians are direct and assertive in the way they communicate. They like brevity. They often use colorful language.

7. Australians like punctuality and don’t like waiting.

8. Australian are informal and casual in greetings and clothing.

9. Australians generally respect nature and are aware of environmental issues. Nature has also an important  role in  Australian everyday life.

Part B: cultural dimensions

In this part I analyze the sentences above according to Beamer’s cultural dimensions and also  to Hofstede’s dimensions. I add some dimensions on my own. I take into account also other countries to have a comparison with Australia. 

1. Australian society is an individualistic society and Australians tend to control the situation and to achieve their goals by themselves. The power is quite horizontally distributed.

---------------------

This value can be analyzed using the following cultural dimensions. ‘Individualism’ and ‘self in control’ can explain the fact that Aussies ‘tend to control the situation and to achieve their goals by themselves’. Furthermore ‘equality’ in the distribution of power and wealth means that Aussies can hope to reach also powerful positions without any problem. All these dimensions, especially ‘self in control’, is also connected to ‘uncertainty avoidance’: that means Aussies are not uncertainty tolerant, because they want to have the control of the situation in their hands.









2. Australian society today is multi-cultural and multi-faith. Aussies generally respect others’ opinions.

---------------------

Australia is day by day even more multi-cultural and multi-faith and this situation sometimes is difficult to manage (sometimes laws are too harsh towards aborigines and immigrants), but in general this multi-cultural environment influences the Australian attitude. This value can be analyzed using the following cultural dimensions. Aussies are not very ‘rules oriented’ that means they are open and quite ready to change. They are open to change but observe rules as all Anglos: they pay taxes, stop at red lights, etc. They are also ‘informal’ so that they make others at home. In addition they don’t give much importance to ‘position, status, academic achievement’ so that they treat others all in the same way.







3. Australian society is mainly a male society and even women tend to be assertive and competitive as men (a common myth is for example the ‘bushranger’).

---------------------

This value have to be analyzed taking into account the historical origins of Australia. Australia as British colony was at the beginning a penal colony where English criminals where confined. They were mainly men. This origin influences Australian attitude with no doubt so that ‘masculinity’, with all the connected features as for examples ‘individualism’ and then competition and assertiveness, is a characteristic of Aussies. Moreover the cultural dimension of ‘power distance’ is connected with the other ones, because in an individualistic society everybody thinks they can achieve the power: they feel the power is horizontally distributed.







4. Australians value modesty, humility and sincerity. They don’t draw attention to their academic achievements, to their status or position or to their success in general. They distrust people who do.

---------------------

The value of modesty and humility is connected with the dimension ‘importance of position, status, academic achievement’: Aussies seem to be not much interested in this kind of things. This is confirmed analyzing the cultural dimension of ‘short / long -term orientation’ where Australia is quite short-term oriented, that means Aussies generally are not very interested in long-term achievements. Sincerity and trust/distrust can be analyzed considering also the communication style: Australians are clearly direct, they say sincerely what they think.







5. Australians give high value to social relationships. They also commonly exchange small gifts between friends and between trades people too. They offer their help to their friends, for example when invited to a barbecue (a habit in Australia). 

---------------------

This value shows the importance of relationship and the common social practices used to feed social relationships. That means also there is a sort of cooperative interaction both in formal and informal contexts. This is possible in a horizontal society, as Australia is, more than in a hierarchical one.



6. Australians are direct and assertive in the way they communicate. They like brevity. They often use colorful language.

---------------------

The way in which Aussies communicate is analyzed in term of ‘directness’, ‘formality’ and ‘masculinity’. That means they are direct, they go soon to the point. They are usually informal and this involve being direct, brief and mainly using colorful language. The latter point is connected also to the ‘masculinity’: men use more colorful expressions than women.







7. Australians like punctuality and don’t like waiting.

---------------------

This Australian attitude is connected with the ‘control of events’, that means Aussies tend to have the control of situation in their hands and not give others that control.



8. Australian are informal and casual in greetings and clothing.

---------------------

Informality is a typical features of Australian culture also in business. Aussies are quite ‘form distrusting’ also because they don’t value ‘position, status, academic achievement’ very much. Moreover living in an horizontal society means also that hierarchical differences are very little, so people treat each other quite in the same informal way.







9. Australians generally respect nature and are aware of environmental issues. Nature has also an important  role in  Australian everyday life.

---------------------

Nature is a great and important presence in Australia: 90% of population live in the south-east near the coast and that means a lot of Australian territory is occupied by uncontaminated natural areas. This situation brings about a high environmental awareness which place Australia at the 16th place in the Environmental Sustainability Index.



Part C: maxims (in italics)

The resulting maxims of my analysis are: 

1. Australian society is an individualistic society and Australians tend to control the situation and to achieve their goals by themselves. The power is quite horizontally distributed.

· Today, I can achieve all my goals; I will try, try, and try again until I reach the top!

· We are all mates, so in my attempt to succeed, I’ll help you and you help me.

2. Australian society today is multi-cultural and multi-faith. Aussies (=Australians) generally respect others’ opinions.

· Listen to and respect others’opinions.

3. Australian society is mainly a male society and even women tend to be assertive and competitive as men (a common myth is for example the ‘bushranger’). 

· I’m a woman, but I’m strong and brave as a bushranger: I’m sure I can overcome everything! Being assertive and competitive is my attitude.

4. Australians value modesty, humility and sincerity. They don’t draw attention to their academic achievements, to their status or position or  to their success in general. They distrust people who do.

· Be modest, sincere and humble. Downplay your success and your academic achievements. Distrust people who draw attention to their academic achievement, status or position. Be also self-deprecating. 

5. Australians give high value to social relationships. They also commonly exchange small gifts between friends and between  trades people too. They offer their help to their friends, for example when invited to a barbecue (an habit in Australia).

· I like my mates very much; I trust them! I like exchanging small gifts with them.

6. Australians are direct and assertive in the way they communicate. They like brevity. They often use colorful language.

· Be direct. Go soon to the point and say what you think! Fuck “politically correct”, form and hierarchy (I like using colorful language!)! 

7. Australians like punctuality and don’t like waiting.

· Be punctual.

· We both have lots to do, mate, so don’t retard me and I won’t retard you.

8. Australian are informal and casual in greetings and clothing.

· Be informal and casual in greetings and clothing. Wear whatever is comfortable and functional, don’t worry about style. Use always your first name and shake hands when meeting.

9. Australians generally respect nature and are aware of environmental issues. Nature has also an important  role in  Australian everyday life.

· Respect nature and protect the environment, when relaxing,  having  barbies, training  and living in the open-air  (mainly on the beach)!

Collectivism/individualism


Collectivism --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Individualism


JAMAICA-------------IRELAND---- ITALY--------- AUSTRALIA---USA 





Control of events


Other  in control -------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------Self in control


JAMAICA------ITALY ---------------- IRELAND------- AUSTRALIA---USA 





Power distance


Inequality (hierarchical)---------------------------------------------------------------- Equality (horizontal)


IRELAND --------- JAMAICA ---- ITALY--------- AUSTRALIA-------USA 





Uncertainty


Uncertainty tolerance (high tolerance)-------------------- Uncertainty avoidance (low tolerance)


JAMAICA---------------- IRELAND----- USA -- AUSTRALIA------ITALY





Rules 


Rules bending (ready to change)--------------------------------------- ----Rules oriented (observant)


JAMAICA ------------ USA-- AUSTRALIA------IRELAND--------ITALY 





Formality


Form distrusted----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Form trusted


JAMAICA-----------USA---AUSTRALIA-------IRELAND --------------- ITALY 





Importance of position, status, academic achievement


No importance---------------------------------------------------------------------------------High importance


JAMAICA-----------AUSTRALIA--USA-----------------------------ITALY 





Masculinity


Female--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Male


JAMAICA----USA-----IRELAND-------ITALY------- AUSTRALIA 





Collectivism/individualism


Collectivism --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Individualism


JAMAICA-------------IRELAND---- ITALY--------- AUSTRALIA---USA 





Power distance


Inequality (hierarchical)---------------------------------------------------------------- Equality (horizontal)


IRELAND --------- JAMAICA ---- ITALY--------- AUSTRALIA-------USA 





Importance of position, status, academic achievement


No importance---------------------------------------------------------------------------------High importance


JAMAICA-----------AUSTRALIA--USA-----------------------------ITALY 





Short / Long -term orientation


Short-term orientated---------------------------------------------------------------Long-term orientated


AUSTRALIA-----------IRELAND----USA--------------ITALY





Communication style


Indirect -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Direct


JAMAICA---------- ITALY-----------------------USA----AUSTRALIA----IRELAND





Power distance


Inequality (hierarchical)---------------------------------------------------------------- Equality (horizontal)


IRELAND --------- JAMAICA ---- ITALY--------- AUSTRALIA-------USA 





Communication style


Indirect -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Direct


JAMAICA---------- ITALY-----------------------USA----AUSTRALIA----IRELAND





Formality


Form distrusted----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Form trusted


JAMAICA-----------USA---AUSTRALIA-------IRELAND --------------- ITALY 





Masculinity


Female--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Male


JAMAICA----USA-----IRELAND-------ITALY------- AUSTRALIA 





Control of events


Other  in control -------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------Self in control


JAMAICA------ITALY ---------------- IRELAND------- AUSTRALIA---USA 





Formality


Form distrusted----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Form trusted


JAMAICA-----------USA---AUSTRALIA-------IRELAND --------------- ITALY 





Importance of position, status, academic achievement


No importance---------------------------------------------------------------------------------High importance


JAMAICA-----------AUSTRALIA--USA-----------------------------ITALY 





Power distance


Inequality (hierarchical)---------------------------------------------------------------- Equality (horizontal)


IRELAND --------- JAMAICA ---- ITALY--------- AUSTRALIA-------USA 





Environmental awareness


Absence of environmental awareness------------------------------ High environmental awareness


USA------------------- ITALY------------------------AUSTRALIA








�	 See the most important links: � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia"��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.kwintessential.co.uk/resources/global-etiquette/australia.html"��	http://www.kwintessential.co.uk/resources/global-etiquette/australia.html�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.geert-hofstede.com/hofstede_australia.shtml"��	http://www.geert-hofstede.com/hofstede_australia.shtml�


� HYPERLINK "http://fits.depauw.edu/mkfinney/culturaleresumes/australia/WorldView.htm"��	http://fits.depauw.edu/mkfinney/culturaleresumes/australia/WorldView.htm�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/"��	http://www.youtube.com/� (videos with Cate Blanchett, Megan Gale, common people, ect.).


	Read and listen to the folk song of Australia “Waltzing Matilda”: � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6dVZo5a4_Ok"��http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6dVZo5a4_Ok� &


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waltzing_matilda"��	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waltzing_matilda�. Read and listen to the national anthem of Australia “Advance Australia Fair”: � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advance_Australia_Fair" \l "Lyrics"��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advance_Australia_Fair#Lyrics� (the current version). See the film ‘Australia’, 2008 by  � HYPERLINK "http://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baz_Luhrmann"��Baz Luhrmann�, with � HYPERLINK "http://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicole_Kidman"��Nicole Kidman� e � HYPERLINK "http://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hugh_Jackman"��Hugh Jackman�.


�	 A ‘bushranger’ is a criminal outlaw. Bushrangers, or bush rangers, were � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outlaw"��outlaws� in the early years of the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Australia_(1788-1850)"��British settlement of Australia� who had the survival skills necessary to use the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia"��Australian� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Bush"��bush� (it refers to any wooded area or from a social and/or political perspective it refers to any populated region outside of the major metropolitan areas) as a refuge to hide from the authorities. 


�	 See Beamer (� HYPERLINK "http://www.boylan.it/"��www.boylan.it�) and Hofstede’s dimensions (� HYPERLINK "http://www.geert-hofstede.com/hofstede_australia.shtml"��http://www.geert-hofstede.com/hofstede_australia.shtml�)





