Elisa Fiorenza – English II, LM

Task 1°A

West  Coast American Culture 






INTENTIONAL MATRIX

VALUES

1. Equal and tolerant “melting pot” society: different cultures are welcome, people are open-minded and ready to accept mixing cultures within the society; the idea is to amalgamate people into one kind of general American. 

2. “Time is money”: punctuality and efficient organization of time are fundamental. People who are on-time are considered to be reliable.

3. Male oriented society: men have great power in society, but, at the same time, women are assertive and competitive, too.

4. Explicitness, directness and informality: Americans are very direct, informal and assertive.

5. American family values: people care about their close relatives; the family structure is nuclear and children go living on their own as they come of age.

ok

CULTURAL DIMENSIONS 

1. 

Individualistic




Collectivistic
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West Coast Americans have an individualistic attitude; people are self-reliant, but are also open-minded and ready to welcome cultural diversity and mixing, since it is a nation of immigrants who fought to conquer their independence. survive and depended on mutual help to do so.
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The West Coast is known as one of the most progressive areas in the USA. In 1999, in Seattle (Washington), there was one of the first “Global Justice Movement” protests, on the occasion of a G8 meeting. 
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Punctuality is essential to Americans.
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Business negotiations
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Business negotiations are oriented to “save time” and reach the goal as fast as possible, while respecting the agenda established.

3. 



Low rate of women 



High rate of women 



at power structures



at power structures
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Even if the society is dominated by males, there is a long tradition of women at in power
. One example is the present governor of State of Washington, Chris O. Gregoire.

4. 



Direct





Indirect
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Explicit refusal



Unconditional









acceptance
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As regards food, for example, Americans are explicit in refusing something they don’t want/like.



Contact




Reservedness
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Form trusted




Form distrusted
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Appearances are not as fundamental as in Italian culture, on the contrary, Americans are suspicious of people who dress too well.

5. 



Nuclear family



Extended family
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I am my 




My family is 



main emotional 



the main emotional 




and financial support


and financial support
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Children at home



Children at home



until they come of age


after they come of age
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good analysis

MAXIMS

1. “Me, myself and I”… but you’re welcome!

2. “I know I was born and I know that I’ll die. The IN between is mine”, from the song “I am mine”, by Pearl Jam (Rock band from Seattle) 

3. We’re different, but we can mix to form THE American Melting Pot

4. I don’t know you, but I will in the next two minutes… Hy Eddie!

5. A different, better world is possible if we join forces

6. (Seattle is called “Emerald city” ->) Environment first! 

7. Time is precious and I have my own agenda to follow!

8. Direct speech, clear speech.

9. Relax yourself!

10. It’s not the cowl that makes the monk

11. I love my parents, but I don’t need them, I live alone, I rule my world

great maxims

Main sources:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BXISm3JjYU0
https://www.pearljam.com/song/i-am-mine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_Northwest_English
http://www.uta.fi/FAST/US1/REF/us1refs.html
www.kwintessential.co.uk/resources/global-etiquette/usa.html
http://www.geert-hofstede.com/hofstede_united_states.shtml
http://westseattleblog.com/blog/
http://www.atlaswords.com/LE%20GOVERNANTI%20GOVERNATORI.htm
Your sources give just the doxa or “pop culture” representation of West Coast culture, not sociocultural analyses.
But that is probably all you can find on the web or in a library, since the theme is so ephemeral.   

It is easy find scholarly opinions and research on GENERAL American cultural traits. For example, in http://scholar.google.com enter:

"American cultural traits"  -"Latin American"  -"African American".

(pay attention to spaces and quotation marks)

But not on “West Coast culture” because it is a constantly changing synthesis of current fashions and life-styles.

All you can do is, for example, read what bloggers say about it, for example by googling:

site:.globeofblogs.com “West Coast culture”

(again, pay attention to spaces: there are none between site and globeofblogs, for example)

So, given the difficulty of defining the ephemeral, you did a very good job.
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