ENTIRE SENTENCES TO EVOKE THE CULTURAL VALUES OF THE ENGLISH

Top notch!  Sterling!

1. “SAY WHAT YOU MEAN BUT NON ASSERTIVELY.”

For the English, there is a tendency to be indirect and moderate. English people never tell things go straight to the point of the matter if it is highly sensitive, they tend to be soft fudge in showing their position. But there is a difference between English and Italian people, as Boylan said: English behave like this because of their “etiquette”, while Italians do that because they are cunning! [Actually Boylan said that in both cultures people fudge out of indecisiveness in handling a touchy issue and also to save face (one's own face but also the face of one's interlocutor); in addition, fudging can be deliberately used as a rhetorical ploy to gain an advantage in a negotiation, and this is more common in Italy (there is even a typical expression to indicate it: “imbrogliare la matassa”].
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2. “CULTURAL DIVERSITY IS GOOD, BUT NOT TOO MUCH” 

This is bBecause we the English feel a sense of ambivalence about immigration; we welcome the difference, but we have a homophobic [if you really mean what you are saying, this is a very acute psychoanalytical interpretation of the Anglo mentality] sense in defending our peculiarities. So we are open-minded but we don’t like to mix with foreigners. Our sense of being “a foot up to the others” is very alive, we have our close group and people who come in to England have to accept this situation, though recently our traditions are under discussion because of our sense of “politically correctness”.
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3. BRITAIN BUILT AN EMPIRE THAT STILL EXISTS!   [OK]

We don’t forget our colonial past and the presence of the Commonwealth reinforces this pride; the sense of being a world power emerges all the time. He had We have colonized half of the world and we can’t forget that. 

We just want to impose our language as the “world English”, because English now is well known and understood thanks to our efforts. 
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4. YOU CANNOT DO THAT, IT’S NOT ENGLISH!  OR “ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT YOU ARE, ABOVE ALL, ENGLISH”  -- this means that you shouldn’t do things that a Gentleman or a Gentlewoman would not do. English tend to have under control all the situations in  which they are involved, they don’t want to appear exaggerated, as moderation is one of their prerogatives ideals.
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5. OK, YOU CAN DO THAT!   Or DO WHAT YOU MUST, JUST SO YOU DO IT PROPERLY

This maxim means that Because English people permit themselves and others to do odd things.  Eccentricity is a prerogative of the Gentlemen and Gentlewomen.  But, nonetheless, they have to do the odd things with class!   [Marvellous!  This explains much of British humour.]
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6. GOD “SAVE” THE QUEEN That’s to say British people, like me, are very traditionalist and the presence of the Queen is meaningful. Maybe today, with the problem of the crisis that in England is very strong, some problems emerge and they since some Britons feel that the Queen represents not only an English “monument” but also a considerable cost. But for most Britons, She represents their identity and sense of historical continuity.;  sSo she is worth the cost.  She also guarantees that the upper class people will remain in power forever, since there will never be a revolution in England as long as the Queen is loved.
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7. “HOW REFINED WE ARE!”  or “RICHNESS IS NOT ONLY MONEY, BUT ALSO CLASS”

British refinement is well known and it appears both in the language and in the customs. South-east English people, just like me, feel different from people of the other parts of Britain, we feel a certain kind of superiority. As is well known, the Scots and the Welsh are still (on occasion) savages, not to speak of the Irish! [You mean in pubs on Saturday night?]
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8. PEOPLE, LEARN TO LAUGH LIKE US!  Or WHAT A FUNNY SENSE OF HUMOR!

British sense of humor is very particular and it can be frequently misunderstood.  

Irony for English people is the mirror of their reality, in the sense that what they consider “normal” or “daily” can appear a bit “strange” for people around the world.       [Actually, for them, too; that is the point of their humour.]
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9. NOT TOO CLOSE TO ME, PLEASE! Or KEEP THE your DISTANCE, PLEASE!

 English people don’t love like to be touched. Physical contact is not very appreciated, in fact when they meet someone, they tend just to shake his/her hand rapidly. A long hold would create a strong embarrassment, this is the reason why British people are considered cold [by people from cultures which are more spontaneously physical in everyday contact, e.g. Mediterranean cultures].
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10. RESPECT FOR THE ETIQUETTE, PLEASE!

Upper class British people , being so traditionalist, have a strong attachment to good manners and right proper behavior, above all in public occasions. So they respect the right proper table manners and punctuality is necessary. If you want to be considered one of them, it’s not important just your social status, but also the way in with which you establish relationships and contact with other people.
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