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The Financial Times

ENEL: the Italian utility started up two new geothermoelectric plants
By Sandra Venuta in Monteverdi Marittimo
July 21 1997  
Enel inaugurated today two geothermoelectric power stations in a little town in Tuscany.

The company made a substantial investment of 210 billion liras and said the new plants are an example of high technology and an important step in the research of geothermal electricity producing.

They have an overall 40 Mw capacity and generate 260 million Kw/h per year, enough for energy needs of 350.000 people.

“The group has been actively working for development and improvement of the geothermic resources of the country” stated Chicco Testa, the chairman of Enel, with considerable satisfaction.

The company estimates there will be plants to increase the mega-wattage by 40% within 5 years. All the Enel plants will generate an overall 712 Mw capacity.
Mr Testa added “the group pursues, at the same time, an environmental policy and considers the general condition of the surrounding areas”.
It is among the world’s first companies for using fluid washing technology in a depth more than 1,000 metres, so the plants have low-impact and the effects of noise pollution are reduced.

Furthemore, since the steam could be utilized for different enterprises’ aim and as an alternative source of energy for domestic heating, the new two plants should have a positive effect in terms of employment and consequently a socio-economic spin off for the whole area.
Los Angeles Times

ENEL INAUGURATED TWO GEOTHERMOELECTRIC POWER STATIONS
July 21 1997

Monteverdi Marittimo, Italia - Enel inaugurated today two new geothermoelectric power stations in Tuscany.
Only these two plants cover the energy requirements of 350.000 people because they have an overall 40 Mw capacity and generate 260 milioni Kw/h per year.

The group has been actively working to develop and to improve the geothermoelectric resources of the country and, at the same time, it pursues an environmental policy and considers the general conditions of the surrounding areas, said the Enel chairman Chicco Testa

The new two plants, built with an investment of 210 billion lire, follow the most innovative technology that involves fluid washing at a depth more than 3,000 feet, so they have a low impact and reduce the noise pollution. 
Besides, as the steam for the electricity generation process could be used both for industry goals and as an alternative source for domestic heating, the new power stations should have positive effects for the whole area in terms of the employment and consequently social and economic vantages.

For the Italian company, this innovation is another important step in geothermic power development and it presumes there will be plants to raise the capacity by 200 Mw in addition to the current 512 Mw provided by the existing 27 plants, within five years.
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