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1 Ballads were composed by wandering poems who entertained the people of a local community  
2 Because ballads were transmitted orally, they were adapted to local culture. For example, the “greenwood” of the 
Scottish version of Lord Randal, becomes a “wildwood” in the American, a “meadow” in the Irish. In a sense, many 
foreign traditional parallels exist. 
3All the same, in some ballads we can find some graphic images (e.g: “the stalk is withered dry”)  
4 People were not interested in characters’ deep psychological shaping or moral lessons: minstrels were expected to tell 
facts 
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5 Since ballads were composed on the spot, stock words allowed minstrels to take time for thinking of what comes next 
6 Numbers 3, 7, 12,…) and words, such as “greenwood” (Lord Randall), “albatross” The Rhyme of the Ancient 
Mariner) are clues that alert the reader that something extraordinary is going to happen. 


