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Nicole: Well, for me, riding the perfect wave is like living your
life on the edge. I've been doing this practically all my
life. lt 's an amazing feeling balancing on your board
and watching the shore rushing towards you. This
sport takes dedication, a lot of hard work and practice
if you want to get the hang of it. Once you do though
the feeling is unbeatable. You need to be strong and
have good balance too. A great advantage of this
sport is that you can meet cool guys although most of
them think you're no good because you're a girl. I
enjoy proving to them how wrong they are. Since I live
near the beach I try to go there even in the winter. My
mates get so annoyed when we go there to hang out
and I rush off to catch that perfect wave instead.

Laura: Last year my dad and I wanted to try something
different so we gave it a go. My first lesson was
bril l iant. I 'd be lying if I said it wasn't fr ightening. But
the more we went the more I enjoyed it and forgot
about my fear. I started taking off from small hills but
now I go for greater heights. I feel more confident and
I love the sense offreedom and adventure you get.
You have a bird's eye view of the world and the sea
looks magnificent from up there. You definitely need
to be fit because there's a great deal of climbing
involved. This sport isn't as dangerous as people
think. All you have to do is avoid trees and hope for a
crash-free landing. Ha, ha! So far, I haven't had any
accidents. Unfortunately, this sport isn't good for
meeting guys because they're mostly older than I am.
My friends think I'm crazy for wasting my weekends on
it but I love it!

Sarah: At first I didn't take it seriously. I started it three years
ago to learn self-defence but now I'm even
competing. Just recently I won a medal. Although it's
fun, it's also a lot of hard work. I train five times a
week. This sport is a form of martial art, like karate or
judo where you have to kick, punch or throw your
opponent on the floor in order to win. As it's a contact
sport, it can be quite dangerous and you can hurt
yourself pretty badly. I injured my shoulder last year.
Going home with bruises, broken bones or strained
muscles is something t've got used to. I feel that this
sport has done a lot for me. I've become more
confident and I feel better about myself. I've made
loads of friends here at the club and the guys don't
treat us differently because they know we're just as
good.
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Interviewer: Good evening, tonight we have with us quite a
remarkable couple. Jil l  and Nick Robertson...

Nick: Hello.

J i th

Interviewer:

Nick+Jil l:

Interviewer:

Nick:

Interviewer:

Jii l :

lnterviewer:

Jii l :

Nick:

Interviewer:

Jii l :

Interviewer:

Nick:

Jii l :

Nick:

Jiil:

H i .

Noq let me get this straight. You spent the whole
of last year in a hut, in the Antarctic, with below
zero temperatures and with winds of up to 300
kilometres per hour. You must have amazing
strength, wil l, and determination to do this, or are
you just crazy?

Ha ,  ha ,  ha . . .

No really, what gave you the idea to do such a
thing?

We saw an article in a magazine about other
couples who had been there. There was an e-
mail address at the bottom, so Jill sent for more
information and that was it, we were hooked...

The question is, though, why on earth would you
want to do something like that?

I hate it when people ask that. People are always
asking me and ljust answel 'Why not?' I mean,
it's all about adventure.

You can say that againl But surely it was
dangerous. weren't you scared at all?

A bit, but before we left we had a training course
which we both enjoyed very much. lt taught us
about surviving in sub.zero conditions. The worst
danger we discovered was falling into holes in the
ice... that's not much fun, as Nick found out.

Don't remind me.

Did you have any contact with the outside world?

The hut had a satell i te communication device,
but we couldn't make it work all the time and
when we did it was difficult to get a signal, so we
gave up trying to use it.

So you didn't see anyone else for a whole year.

Well, there was that t ime when...

Oh yes, of course. One night we were having our
dinner . . .

Tinned salmon again.

... and there was this funny noise. Nick thought it
was just the wind but it was getting louder, as if
'it was getting... closer. Suddenly, the room was
flooded with light from the window. I was quite
frightened to be honest with you. Then, there was
th i s ' t hud ! '

I opened the door and found a box outside in the
snow. I looked up and saw a helicppter flying
away. They were passing nearby and someone
told them that we were out there. They dropped
us a box with newspapers, magazines and some
fresh fruit and vegetables. lt was a lovely
surpnse.

But then they were soon gone and we were on
our own agarn.

Nick:

Jiil:
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Interviewer: You must have been terribly lonely at times.

Nick And bored. The winter was the worst part, you
see, it's dark for months at a time and we w-ere
all atone down there, there's no life whatsoever.

Jill: Apaft from two crazy humans...

Nick:  Ha,  ha,  t rue. . .

Interviewer: Now, someone told me that in the Antarctic... .
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Hi sis, am I call ing at a bad time? I'm sorry to bother you at
work, but I really need to talkto you. No... no... it 's got nothing
to do with the kids. lt's Pauline, you know, from next door. ljust
can't take it anymore. She's become so annoying. I mean, she
just doesn't care what others think. She behaves as if she is the
only person in the world. Can you imagine she had a party last
night in her back garden that went on till early in the morning? I
couldn't get any sleep because she had the music blasting all
night long. lt doesn't bother her in the least that people have to
go to work the next day. My friends and I have pafties too, sis,
but we care about the people around here... Of course I went
over to talk to her, but she was so rude... She actually slammed
the,door in myface... No ldidn't, but if this continues. l ' l l  have
no other choice but to call the oolice.

2.

Susan: Hey, Johnl How are things at home?

Johnl Boring. You've got no idea what it's like to have no_one
in the house to talk to except your parenrs.

Susan: Well, at least you've got the room to yourself now. No
more sharing.

John: I know... lt's just that the house is so empty now that
Matt's away at college.

Susan: Don't worryl You'll get used to it. I had the same
problem when my older sister moved away.

John: Just the other day I really needed his opinlon on
something.

Susan: So why didn't you call him up?

John: I did, but he wasn't there. Sometimes I feel l ike he has
no time for his little brother with all that work he,s got at
Un i .

3.

Adrian; OK, now. Will you tell me what's up with you?

Mill ie: Oh, I can't stand this new guy, Brandon.

Adrian: Why? What's wrong with him?

Mill ie: Well, he has this know-it-all air and thinks that everyone
has to listen to him and follow his orders.

Adrian: Really? I didn't get that impression about him.
Millie: Look, we've been trying to organise this school

celebration for ages now and as soon as he got
involved, he started criticising us with an over_confident
voice and making really rude comments.

Adr ian:  lsee whatyou mean,  but . . .

Millie: lt's just that he can't accept that there's nothing really
competitive in this celebration. lt's a joint effort and it's
really annoying having someone tell you what to do all
the time.

W
Be good
Responsible, loyal, honest, friendly

I wonder what you are like
and whether we are alike
To have a character of your own
And not be anybody's clone

Chorus
Be good to each other
Like sister and brother
Be good it's a virtue
Be good it won't hurt you

Ambitious, confldent, creative, easy-going

You needn't analyse
Criticise or advise
To agree or disagree
To be or not to be ...
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Speaker 1

I don't know what to say. l've only been at Farnham Hill for a few
months, but I think l've settled in OK. The only problem I have is
homework. I spend most of my free time marking. I discussed
the matter with the headteacher, but I seem to be the only one
complainíng. I don't have a problem with the kids, they're OK.
However, some of them seem to spend all their break time in the
gym. They think every lesson should be pE.

Speaker 2

It's all right I suppose. But I think I prefer my old school. probably
because it was easier. I mean, the deadlines for prolects we get
are ridiculous. I spent the whole of this weekend trying to finish
one - and I got a terrible mark. ls it worth it? I have to say the
S/m is a big bonus, although we aren,t allowed in there as often
as we'd like. How are we supposed to practise? One pE lesson a
week is not enough.

Speaker 3

Farnham Hill? lt's a great school. The teachers really know how
to get the best out of students. Three generations of my family
went there and we af I benefitted from it. Of course, nowadays it,s
a lot different. The facilities are extremely good. There's a
computer room, a swimming pool and a fully_equipped S/m. We
didn't have all that in my day, you know

Lesson 2

Luke: So what was the film like?
Ellen: I must say it was better than I thought it would be.
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Luke:

Ellen:

Luke:

Ellen:

Luke:

Ellen;

Luke:

Ellen:

Luke:

Ellen:

Luke:

Ellen:

Luke:

Ellen:

Luke:

Ellen:

Luke:

Ellen:

Luke:

Ellen:

Luke:

Ellen:

Luke:

Ellen:

Luke:

Ellen:

Luke:

Ellen:

Luke:

Was it anything like the book? Because that was
fabulousl

Well, that was the best thing. All the actors, settings
and that were just how I had imagined them.

Tell me more. What was Hogwarts like? | saw a bit on
the trailer.

Bril l iant.

Do you think they used a real school?

They didn't. I read about it on the Net.

So? Was it all filmed in a studio?

Actually, they used lots of different sites around
England.

Oh! So they did use real places.

Yes, the castle grounds around Hogwarts were filmed
at Alnwick Castle. That's where Harry learns to ride
his broomstick.

Really? | went there once with my parents when I
was little.

Well, i t was huge!

I know, it's the second largest inhabited castle in
England.

You mean people live there?

Yep. And they've made other films there too, like
Robin Hood.

Oh, I thought I'd seen it somewhere before.

What about the Hogwarts Express?

The train? Well, they used the station in a vil lage
called Goathland, which is somewhere in Yorkshire
and the steam train was from the old West

Somerset Railway.

Tell me about inside the school. The classrooms. the
Main Hal l?

They must have used special effects to make the
enchanted ceiling, I suppose. I do know that some of
the school scenes were filmed at Gloucester
Cathedral, where they used some of the students
from the school next to the cathedral as extras.

Wowl lmagine being in the Harry Potter film. Did the
extras get to play Quidditch?

No, they were just in the background, around the
school and rn classes.

What about the stadium at Hogwafts? You knoq
where they play Quidditch...

I'm not sure. A lot of it was filmed at Leavesden
Studios. So they might have done it there.

With computer graphics and stuff.

Yeah. The film was full of great special effects.

That's it! I'm going to see it tonight.

l ' l l  come with you!

Again? lt must be good!

Carl:

Kelly:

Carl:

Kelly:

Carl:

Kelly:

Carl:

Kelly:

Carl:
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Kelly: Good evening. Tonight on "Green Talk" we have àn
environmental specialist with a different point of

Kelly:

view. Dr Carl Olsen. Welcome, Carl.

Thank you, Kelly.

So, Carl, let me.get this straight. You believe there's
nothing wrong with the environment.

No, no. People often make this mistake. I'm not
saying there are no problems, but they are not as
serious as some environmentalists will have vou
believe.

So, you're against environmentalists?

It's funny you should say that. You see, I used tg be
a strong green supporter.

Really? What made you change your mind?

One day I read an article which argued that the
environment was doing better than ever. I was so
angry that I decided to prove it wrong. But after I'd
done quite a lot of research, I realised the person
who wrote it was actually right.

What do you mean?

Well, everybody seems to believe that we will run out
of fossil fuels. That's nonsense! In fact, it's unlikely
that we'll continue using fossil fuels in the future. The
oil age won't end because we will run out of oil, but
because we'll be using more of the alternative sources
of energr, l ike the sun, wind and sea...

I see. What about pollution? lt seems to be a big
problem in lots of cities, what with the burning of
fossil fuels. cars. industries...

I think that the air and water are becoming less and
less polluted. Many countries have done a lot to
reduce pollution and this has considerably helped
solve the oroblem.

Right. But surely global warming is a threat to our
environment. If the climate becomes warmer, the ice
on the Poles will melt, the level of the sea will rise
and we'l l have floods.

Don't worry Kelly, we're not going to drown. The
temperature is rising, l'm not saying it isn't. lt's
increasing betvveen 2 to 3 degrees Celsius, not 5
degrees as some people like to believe. Besides, it
will fall once fossil fuels are reolaced.

Yes, but by the time that happens, the environment
will be a lot less green.

It might sound funny to you, but global warming wil l
actually make the Earth greener. There's proof
already. And contrary to what others believe, human
health could also improve from this climate change.
More people die from cold weather than from the
heat. lsn't that so?

You've got a point there Carl, but I can't... .

Kelly:

Kelly:

Carl:

Carl:

Carl:

Kelly:

i8



The Speckled Band, by Arthur Conan Doyle.

A young woman asks Sherlock Holmes to
investigate the mysterious death of her sister, who
died at Dr Roylott's house. Before she died, the
only thing she could say was "The speckled band!".
Holmes and his companion Dr Watson visit Dr
Roylott 's house, a place full of wild animals. When
we left them in last week's episode, they were
inside the house, quietly waiting in the dark. This
week is the last episode, in which Holmes reveals
who the murderer is and uncovers the mystery of
the soeckled band...

Listen, Watsonl You see it, Watson? You see it? lt's
on the bellrope. Aaaaaaa!

I can't see anything, Holmes.

It must have gone back through the ventilator.

What went through the ventilatof?

AAAAAAARRRRGGGHHI!

It's all over. Perhaps it's for the best. Come,
Watson, we shall enter Dr Roylott's room.

Oh dear,  is  he. . .

Yes. A terrible way to go. but he was a murderer
after all.

What's that thing around his head?

That, my dear Watson, is the speckled band. lt's a
swamp adder, lndia's most poisonous snake. He
died almost instantly.

But how on earth did you know Holmes?

Well, I knew that something was going to come
through that ventilator because of the bellrope.

I 'm not sure I follow you.

The bellrope that I hit with my cane is useless.
When I pulled it, nothing happened. So why is it
there?

So something could climb down it.

Exactly, Watson. And land on the bed to attack its
victim.

But how did you know it was a snake?

Well, it was obvious. Roylott had a knowledge of
Indian wildlife so, he knew that the poison from this
snake cannot be discovered in the victim's body.

I see. The perfect weapon.

When I hit the swamp adder with my cane...

... i t cl imbed back through the ventilator and bit its
owner.

Precisely! The murderer was killed with his own
terrible weapon, so there is nothing to feel sorry
about.

W
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And now, I hope you've got your pencils ready because it's time
for our weekly quiz. This week, Are you a peer pressure victim?'
Let's f ind out...

Number one. A cousin of yours has come to visit. He's OK, but
there's one problem. He's so unfashionable it's embarrassing.
You've made plans to go to a café with your friends. What do you

do? Do you. . .

a. go to the cinema with your cousin instead?

b. stay home and watch TV with your cousin? or

c. bring your cousin along to the café anyway?

Number two. Your parents have gone away for the weekend so
you're home alone. Your mates want to have a party but you

know your parents wouldn't l ike it.

Do you. . .

a. invite a few friends over for a quiet night?

b. invite loads of people over for a wild party? or

c. tell your friends that a party's out of the question and suggest
going out instead?

Number three. You have a friend who's not very clever. He really
needs to pass ne)ft week's maths test, He asks you if he can sit
ne)d to you and copy from you. What do you do? Do you... 

'

a. pretend you're ill so you miss the test?

b. let him copy off you? or

c. offer to help hìm out by studying togetheÉ

On to number four. A girl in your class is running for class
president. All your friends are voting for her because she is
popular. However, you know that the boy running against her
would be a better leader. What do you do?

a. Don't vote or get involved?

b. Vote for the boy but tell all your friends you voted for the girl?

c. Decide to help the boy become class president?

Number five. You're out shopping with your friend. You try on a
jacket which you think looks cool, but your friend says it makes
you look stupid. What do you do? Do you...

a. buy it, but not wear it when you go out with your friend?

b. decide not to buy the jacket because you trust your

friend's taste in clothes? or

c. buy the jacket because you like it?

That's it. Now add up your scores. 1 point for any 'a' answers, 2
points for 'b' and no points for 'c'. l'll be back after this short
commercial break to give you the results.

And now... the results.

lf yourscore is between 0 and 3 points, then you are nota peer
pressure victim. You're not afraid to speak your mind and you

usually do what YOU think is right.

lf your score is between 4 and 7 points, you haven't got a big
peei pressure problem. But that's probably because you avoid
making difficult decisions and take the easy way out. Don't be
afraid to have an opinion sometimes.

Lesson 2

Narrator:

Holmes:

Watson:

Holmes:

Watson:

Voice:

Holmes:

Watson:

Holmes:

Watson;

Holmes:

Watson:

Holmes:

Watson:

Holmes:

Watson:

Holmes:

Watson:

Holmes;

Watson:

Holmes:

Watson:

Holmes:



Rightthen, if you got between 8 and 10 points, then you've got
a problem. You try very hard to be accepted. Unfortunately, the
result is people take advantage of you. Try to be more self-
confident.

That's all from me. Next week's quiz, Are you an Internet addict?'

See you next week, bye bye.

W
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Hello folks, Jim Wiseman here again with our comedy slot, where
I give you all the info on what's going on in the world of comedy.
But let me start by telling you something that's been bugging me
for the last few days. There aren't many of us who don't enjoy a
good comedy, whether in the theatre, at the cinema or on
television. We do have our preferences, of course, some people
prefer romantic comedy to black comedy, and young people
naturally will probably prefer kid comedies. Things like Home
Alone, you know.. Then, when the theatre and television awards
ceremonies come round, people give credit and honour the
comedies. That is not the story, however, in Hollywood. Did you
know that since World War ll only one comedy has won the
Oscar for best picture at the annual academy awards ceremony
in Los Angeles? That was Woody Allen's Annie Hall in 1977. lt's
strange because there have been some excellent performances.
ln 1981, Arthur was the smash hit of the year and, in my
opinion, it didn't face much competition. There were great
performances by Dudley Moore and Liza Minnell i, but all i t
earned was a best supporting actor award for Sir John Gielgud.
The same was true in t992lvith the wacky comedy Death
Becomes Her, avery entertaining box office smash. However, it
did not receive any recognition. Probably the biggest injustice
was the flm Four Weddings and a Funeral. I mean, I haven't met
anyone that didn't thoroughly enjoy that movie, but it did not
receive any award from the Academy. lt's not as if they don't
honour comedians. Robin Will iams is best known for his cra4y
humour, but when he received his Oscar, it was for a dramatic
role in the 1997 film Good Will Hunting. So, come on, guys,
start giving the funny people a break. After all, we have plenty of
reasons to cry and it is much harder to make people really laugh
and enjoy themselves. Anyway, this week there's a new comedy
which. . .  .
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Frank:

Jerry:

Frank:

Jerryl

Frank:

Jerry:

Frank:

terry:

Frank:

Well, here we are on another ITln of March.

Yeah, another Saint Patrick's Day parade in New York.

Tell me, Jerry, how long have you lived in NewYork?

Let's see. I'm 29 now and I came here when I was 21.
Yes, it must be nearly eight years.

And have you been working on the radio all that time?

Oh God, no. When I first got here, I did what nearly every
lrish immigrant seems to do.

What's that? You became a New York cop?

Come on noq Frankl

But isn't there a history of lrish immigrants who came to
New York and joined the police force?

Jerry: Of course, but that was about a hundred years ago. No, I
worked in an lrish bar for six months until I got my first
job in journalism.

I have to admit that lrish bars are the best. But tell me,
are the bars here like the ones back in lreland?

They try to be, but it's never the same. I think it might be
the variety of people that go to them. lt makes the
atmosphere completely different.

Frank:

lerry=

Frank So, they don't make you feel like you're back home?

Jerry: LÍsten, Frank, there are more than forty million people
here who say they are lrish, but they don't live like the
people in lreland do. They only think they're lrish
because they go to bars or wear green.

Frank: So, seeing everybody wearing green today, doesn't it
make you feel more at home?

Jerry: You're joking. Most lr ish people wouldn't be seen dead
wearing green, even on Saint Patrick's Day.

Frank: Are you kidding? lt's the lrish colour.

Jerry: Yes, for leprechauns, the fairy people. But it's
considered bad luck to wear it. And another thing.
People in lreland never say 'Begorah'. For some strange
reason, when I tell people I'm from lreland, they start
talking in a sil ly way. I think they've seen too many old
movies.

Frank: I 've seen those movies, too. You mean people don't talk
like that in lreland?

Jerry: Of course they don't, and not all men are called Paddy
or Mick either.

Frank: Anyway, the parade is moving off. We'd better get ready to
let the good old folks of New York know... .

W
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Speaker 1

It was really hard work and for the first week my back was killing
me. But I enjoyed it all the same. We were a lot of students
working together and we stayed in a couple of dormitories at
the back of the farm house. For the first few days we nearly ate
as much as we collected, but then we settled down to work anci
really enjoyed the farmer's wife's home cooking.

Speaker 2

It was really busy there, especially at lunchtimes. And as it was
a place where customers didn't sit for a long time, I was taking
orders constantly. By the end of the day, my feet were killing
me. I was on the go from when I got thete until I left. The
money wasn't that good, but we got to eat for free and we could
also take home what was left at the end of the dav.

Speaker 3

I started really early in the morning. I had to take care of the
plants and trim the bushes. I had the middle of the day free
because it was very hot. This gave me time to study and rest a
bit. In the early evening I just used to have to water everything.
It's great having a job that gives you the opportunity to be
outside most of the time. Mind you, it might not have been so
much fun if the weather was cold.

i70
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Speaker 4

I l ike being out and about a lot, so the job really suited me'

Also, I ioved the fact that I could eat as much as I l iked' But I

must say, it got a bit boring after a while. Most of the customers

gave me good tips, which was helpful because the pay was bad'

Of course, the customers could be really stupid sometimes, not

giving clear addresses, that sort of thing'

What I don't get, Andy, is how you can say you

aren't interested in technologl and at the same

time you love Bond movies. I mean' they

are really hi-tech.

Bond? Bond is just fantasy' There's nothing real

about those movies. That's why I love them'

But, that's where you're wrong' They're not fantasy

at  a l l .

What are you on about? Are you saying that James

Bond is real?

No, l 'm saying the gadgets were real.

Are you sure?

Yes, some governments used to insist that their

spies watch every new Bond movie in order to get

new ideas.

You're kiddingl

No, I 'm not.

And how do You know this?

I remember reading a magazine article about it '

ls that all i t said?

No, there were other examples. A Japanese

company produced a camera which worked

underwater for Thunderball, which came out in

1965. This was a long time before you could get

them in the shops.

Yes, I remember the scene with that camera'

Bond movies are full of technology'

I suppose you're right. But that was ages ago'

And what about Bond's personal pager in From

Russr,a with Love?

Oh yes, that l i tt le thing on his belt that went 'beep'

when he received messages about his mission'

Well, they hadn't been invented before that f i lm'

But, somehow, that was a believable gadget'

What do you mean?

I'm saying that in recent movies things have been
just a little bit too far out.

Oh come on, Andy, that's ridiculous. I mean'
you've seen Goldeneye, haven't you? Well, what

about the Think Pad? You know Bond's mini-

comPuter?

:

Andy: Yeah, tiny little thing. The size of a book so it can

fit in'your pocket, but as powerful as any office

computer.

You can actually buy one in the shops now. That's

what I've been trying to say. These things aren't
just fantasy.

I suppose you're right, but I sti l l  think'.. 'Andy:

Lesson 2

1

Interviewer: Do you think the film is true to the book?

Actress: Absolutely' I think a great job was done adapting

the book for the big screen and I'm proud to say I

took oart in the fi lm.

lnterviewer: Was the filming a lot of hard work?

Actress: You bet. I was in make-up for three hours every

day and some of the scenes took ages to get

right.

tnterviewer: lt must have been worth it in the end, though'

Actress: Definitely. I think it's one of the highlights of my
^2récr

2 .

Mmm, I thought it was great' The tickets were a bit

exoensive, but it was worth every penny".'l know I could have got

cheaper ones, but you can see so much better when you are

close to the stage.'. Yes, it was crowded. Lots of famous people

were there. Guess who I saw?... No, it was an actor' someone we

both like... That's right, in the flesh. Can you believe it? | had no

idea he was a fan of the group... Anyway, it all lasted about two

hours or so. Everybody was in a state of frenzy, jumping up and

down, shouting... No, Jen didn't enjoy it much' She said people

were pushing her and stepping on her feet all the time'

3

It's truly a work of art. The story is quite interesting and the

music is wonderlul, with some very catchy songs' lt 's a magical

oerformance with excellent acting and singing' brilliant sets and

soecial effects. But what I truly found amazing were the

extraordinary costumes the dancers wore' There were some

amazingdesigns and the colours were beautiful' I think that

without them the musical wouldn't have been half as good'

4

Roger: I can't believe that people can be so inconsiderate'

Ethel: Calm down, Roger. They were only whispering' not

shouting.

Roger: l 'm not talking about them'

Ethel: ls it the person behind us talking on his mobile? |

Roger:

Ethel:

Roger:

must say it is quite annoylng.

It has nothing to do with that.

Then what?

Well, if only you'd let me finish. Just look at this
place. lt's a pigsty. Popcorn here, empty bottles

there. ls this what we're paying for, Ethel?

Bert:
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BeÉ:

Andy:

BeÉ:

Andy:
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Andy:

Bert:

Andy:

Bert:

Andy:

Bert:

Andy

Bert:

Andy:

Bert:

Andy:

BeÉ:

Andy:

Bert:

Andy:

Bert:

Andy:

Bert:
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Lesson 2

Speaker 1

I couldn't l ive without it. l t 's the first thing I turn on the morning.
As I live on my own, it keeps me company, somehow lt also
keeps me informed about current affairs, which is essential in
my line of work. And, of course, there's my favourite series
which is on at nine o'clock. lt 's just the ads that interrupt f i lms
that drive me crazy.

Speaker 2

There are so many stdtions these days it's difficult to choose. I
usually have it on while I 'm doing jobs around the house. lt can
also l iven up a boring drive to work in the mornings. lt 's
strange, but I actually enjoy the adverts just as much as the
music, they can be so funny sometimes. Then, there's the news
broadcasts. They always keep me up to date on news and the
traffic bulletin is very useful.

Speaker 3

As I work at home, I frnd it useful for many reasons. For me, it
gives the most in-depth news and while I'm working I usually
listen to music from all around the world. When the work's all
done, it helps me with my leisure activities. I'm a film buff, you
see. I can check out what's on at the cinema and then find more
information about the fllm. I can even book tickets. Sometimes,
the adverts that pop up all the time can be annoying, but I just
ignore them.

Speaker 4

I like it because it gives you a daily repoft on different subjects
like politics, economics and sports. The weather report isn't
always as accurate as it should be, but that's not a big problem.
My children love the cartoons and of course the gossip in the
showbiz section that comes out on Saturday. I always try to solve
the crossword while I'm on the train to work, but I never have the
time to finish it.

W
Lesson 2

Speaker 1

What a nightmare! There I was in my seat, trying to make myself
comfortable when the captain announced that we were unable
to take off because a passenger was missing. Thinking about it, I
wish the plane had left without him. Anyway, after half an hour
the passenger was finally located and boarded the plane.
Unforlunately, he sat in the empty seat next to minel For nine
hours I had to l isten to him babblingabout his job and family. I
tr ied to change my seat, but the plane was full.

Speaker 2

The check-in clerk told me that I had excess baggage and would
have to pay a fee for security reasons. I was really upset because
I only had five kilos overueight. I tried to reason with her, but as
that didn't work I demanded to see the superuisor. In the end, I
was told that if I didn't pay the fee I wouldn't be able to board
the plane. I had no other choice but to fork out the money. To
make things worse, I wasn't even given the window seat I'd
requested. Then, when we landed in Geneva I had to wait for an

hour to pick up my suitcase. ls this any way for an airl ine to treat
its customers?

Speaker 3

Since I had a long flight ahead of me, I asked for an aisle seat
so I could move around easily without disturbing the others. l just
can't sit in one place for too long, you know how it gets on the
plane. Unfortunately the check-in clerk made a mistake and gave
me a seat in the middle. It was awful! | had no leg room and
what was worse, my seat was broken, so I couldn't put it down. I
didn't get any sleep and my back was kil l ing me. Not to mention
the fact that I was squashed, sitting there between two
passengers. The cabin crew were sympathetic to my situation
but they couldn't do anything about it.

Speaker 4

We checked-in, got our boarding passes and went through
passport control. There was time to kill, so we decided to look
around the shops and have a snack at the coffee shop. Finally it
was time to go. After waiting in the departure lounge for some
time without knowing why, we were informed that boarding would
be in an hour's time. We were quite worried. since we had a
connecting flight to catch. The hour actually turned out to be
three hours before the plane took off.

W
lwish I could go somewhere
I'm too la4y to make my bed
l'll do something dífferent instead
I think I wil l l ie on my mattress
And have a look at my atlas
As well as an itinerary
That my travel agent sent me.

One life is not enough to see
The world we live in properly
I wish I could go somewhere
From here to there and everywhere
I'd go by road, by sea, by air
By rail, on foot .., anywhere.

I 'd stay in humble motels,
Hostels or luxury hotels

.Go camping, sleep under the sky
Will i t be easy if l try
With company or on my own
As a tourist or rolling stone.

I'd like to see the wofd today
Make my life a long holiday
I admit it may sound funny
Since I have no time or money
I could travel imagining I were a king
It wouldn't cost me a thing.
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