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Indian Names

The Indian people give their children names that have special meanings. Give the children some examples of Indian names translated into English (Running Bear, Morning Star etc.) 

Have the children think up a name like this that they would like to use for a whole week. 

Try to encourage the kids to choose names that will have special meaning for each of them.
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Where is the turkey hiding?

Use a small toy turkey or one you have cut out and made. 

Tell the children that the turkey is very nervous because he knows that he may become thanksgiving dinner. He is going to run and hide. 

The children are the pilgrims (make pilgrim hats from newspaper!) and it is their job to find the turkey. 

Hide the turkey in various locations. For smaller children, place in plain view for the children to see and encourage the children to describe where the turkey is hiding, by using statements as, "under the table, next to the chair, on the desk, in the box" etc.
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Gobble, Gobble

A child is chosen to be "it". "It" closes his/her eyes and sits at the front of the room.

Another child is chosen to be the turkey. The turkey runs and hides in some part of the room/house? 

When the turkey has been hidden, he/she should be saying "gobble, gobble, gobble." 

"It" tries to guess who it is from the sound of the voice. He/she has three guesses.

 Little ones can follow the sound and find the turkey :-)
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Turkey felt board Activity 

Cut a turkey shape out of brown felt. 

Cut out of coloured felt a pile of brown straw, a pile of white snow, a blue-sky background, a red barn, a yellow bag of corn, and a green tree for the turkey to sit in. 

Place all the shapes, except for the turkey, on the flannel board. 

Then sing the song with the children and let them take turns placing the turkey on the appropriate shapes.
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Comparing corn items

Let the kids compare fresh corncobs, popcorn kernels, dried Indian corn,
canned corn, cornmeal, corn flakes, and corn chips.

Gobble, Gobble, Cook Me! 

This is a Thanksgiving adaptation of Duck, Duck, Goose. Players sit on ground in large circle. One player is chosen as the turkey. The turkey must then select a cook who will try to catch him or her and roast him or her for Thanksgiving dinner. The turkey walks around the circle, patting each student lightly on the head and calling each student either "Gobble" or "Cook me!" As long as the turkey says, "Gobble," he or she is safe. When the turkey calls "Cook me!," however, the player tagged must jump up and chase the turkey around the circle. If the cook catches the turkey, the turkey must go sit in the centre of the circle (the roasting pot). If the turkey sits in the cook's spot before the cook tags him or her, the turkey is safe, and the cook becomes the next turkey.

· Talk with the children about animals’ sounds. "What sound does a turkey make?" "A turkey says, 'Gobble, Gobble." 
· Explain that in the United States many people cook turkey for Thanksgiving dinner. 
· Teach or review basic game terminology (i.e. Make a circle. Sit down. You begin. Walking around the circle. Patting on the head. Saying, Gobble. Cook me! Running around the circle. Jumping up and chasing him. Not fast enough. Sit down. In safe. The new turkey.) 

[image: image7.wmf]
Fruit Salad 

Make a list of several kinds of fruit (one fruit for every three players). Assign a fruit name to each player. (At least three players should have each name.) Choose one student to be the chef. The chef names one or more types of fruit, and all players with the name(s) called must jump up and exchange places. If the chef calls, "Fruit salad!" all players must exchange places. While they are moving, the chef tries to steal a seat. Whoever is left without a seat becomes the next chef.
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