EDUCATIONAL  WEBSITES’  EVALUATION

By Elisabetta Burchietti
elibur@inwind.it

Before carrying on with the evaluation, it would be better if you answered  these preliminary questions:

1. Is it an educational site?

2. If so, who is the target: teachers, students, both?

3. What type of educational site is it? Resource, school connection, technological, ELT…

4. Is it a commercial or non-profit site? Who sponsors it?

5. In what country is it based?

	
	Positive Features
	
	Negative features

	
	Contents
	
	Contents

	
	If the site is intended to help you with a school project, there’s a place for you to share what you’ve done.
	
	Even though the site is intended to help you with a school project, there’s NO place where you can share what you’ve done.

	
	This site can actually help you with your schoolwork. It matches what you have to study.
	
	The site has nothing to do with what you are studying.

	
	The site respects the user and any people it refers to.
	
	The site demonstrates a disrespectful or prejudiced attitude towards a person or persons.

	
	This site helps you think up great ways to do your projects; it gets your mind going.
	
	This site does not connect with your brain. It does not inspire new thoughts and new ideas.

	
	External features
	
	External features

	
	The last up-date and the creators are clearly shown.
	
	You can’t tell who the creators are and when the last up-date was.

	
	The site has online forms or graphic organizers you can print out to help you with a project.
	
	There are no built-in project helpers.

	
	The site has great colours. You can read all the words, and the graphics look like they belong.
	
	This site just isn’t put together well! The colours or graphics are distracting, or the words are hard to read. The layout makes it hard to use the site.

	
	You can find your way around with no problem.
	
	Getting around is confusing. It’s easy to feel lost.

	
	The site is multimedia and interactive. Some of the elements can be used in class (sounds, images…)
	
	High-tech features on the site distract from the site’s purpose and aren’t useful.


	
	Services
	
	Services

	
	You can use the site to get a message to others (students, teachers…), to subject-area experts, or to the author of the site.
	
	You can’t e-mail anyone or leave a message on a bullettin board or contribute your ideas anywhere.

	
	Someone screens messages before they appear on the site.
	
	You can tell messages aren’t screened – too many irrelevant or silly messages.

	
	You can link from this site out to other well described sites on the same topic.
	
	This site is a dead-end. There aren’t any links or the links haven’t got descriptions.

	
	You can learn about the person who created the site and learn about his/her professional credentials.
	
	The author of the site is incognito.


6. After having evaluated it, would you add it to your list of ‘Favourites’?

Elisabetta Burchietti, Internet: School is More than a Place, XV Xornadas Didácticas de Inglés “The Whole Picture”, Betanzos 4-5-6 March 1999, email elibur@inwind.it

