Giovanna Sansica – 5° Circolo Didattico di Latina – sansica@libero.it

A CROSS CURRICULAR UNIT

CLASS : IV Elementary school

LEVEL : About 120 hours of English learning attended

AIMS : To develop the aims of a thematic and cross curricular 

             plan
INTRODUCTION
This is a link of a cross curricular yearly map including three main topics: THE TOWN, THE CLIMATE, THE OLD SHOP.
The link is about Myths and Legends and in particular “The Legend of Robin Hood”. From a very short story of this hero more links follow from the main map.
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THE TOWN


SPECIFIC  AIMS



LINGUISTC AIMS

	1
	To learn the cardinal points
	North - South - East - West

	2
	To learn the town vocabulary and its functions
	Traffic lights, phone box, crossing, signs, road, street, church, park, post office, bank, baker, library, book shop, restaurant, toy shop, market, cinema, sweet shop .....

	3
	To ask for information
	Where’s the.... ? Go straight on, 

turn left / right, stop at....

	4
	To learn different kinds of locations
	City, town, village, countryside

	5
	To ask about nationality and address


	Where are you from ?

What’s your address ?



	6
	To know different types of dwellings in Great Britain
	House, flat, cottage, houseboat

	7
	To focus on the most famous places in London
	Buckingham Palace, The tower Bridge, Trafalgar Square, The Thames

	8
	To learn vocabulary related to a medieval town
	The Castle, the courtyard, the village, the fields, the woods

	9
	The legend of Robin Hood
	The forest of Sherwood, the Sheriff of Nottingham, King Richard the Lionheart, Maid Marion, Little John, Frier Tuck

	10
	To compare games and sports in middle and modern ages
	Free time activities, games & sports vocabulary
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SPECIFIC AIMS



LINGUISTIC AIMS

	1
	To learn vocabulary related to climatic  zones


	Cold zone, temperate zone,   

tropical zone, desert zone

Vegetation and animals

	2
	To learn the seasons and the months of the year


	Autumn, Winter, Spring, Summer. The months of the year

	3
	To describe the weather  
	What’s the weather like? 

It’s sunny, rainy, foggy, windy. 

It’s hot, cold, mild, dry

	4
	To learn about clothes  
	Sweater, shirt, skirt, gloves, scarf,  hat, dress, coat, jacket,  shorts, trousers, shoes, trainers, sandals, socks  
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SECIFIC AIMS




LINGUISTIC AIMS
	1
	To learn to read the dates 


	1195 (eleven ninety-five)

1492 (fourteen ninety-two)

1997 (nineteen ninety-seven)

	2
	To focus on the main historical ages and to characterize the middle ages
	Ancient times B.C. (Before Christ)

Medieval times

Modern times

Present times

	3
	The discovery of America


	A short history of Christopher Columbus

	5
	To know the English currency
	Pence, pound (s)

	6
	To make  a shopping list and to ask for things
	Can I have .....please ?

	7
	To learn calculating sums in pounds  and pence
	How much is that ? It’s ......(three pounds and fifty pence)


“THE LEGEND OF ROBIN HOOD”

1) BRAINSTORMING ACTIVITY

In L1 I ask students if they know the legend of Robin Hood; if they ever read the book or seen the movie. I collect their answers and I write in English the key words on the board.
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2) LET’S TRY TO TALK IN ENGLISH

I ask students to look at the map of Great Britain in order to look for the Nottingham county. Then I stimulate them  asking questions in English in order to form sentences from each word written on the board;  

 I write them down:

- Robin is an English hero

- He lives in the Middle Ages

- He lives in the Sherwood Forest

- He is a good bowman

- He takes money from the rich and gives it to the poor
- He helps the poor
- He loves Maid Marion

- Little John is Robin’s friend

- Frier Tuck is Robin’s friend

3) LET’S TELL THE STORY

I tell S. a very short story about R. H. at the same time hanging the flash cards on the board. I ask S. if they liked it then I retell the story letting S. elicit the key words.

4) AFTER LISTENING ACTIVITIES
- I number the pictures on the board and I read each sentences at random. S. say the corresponding number while I put each stripe of the sentences on the board.

- Some S. hold the stripes of the sentences and others hold the pictures.  One student at the time reads the sentence and the other one holds the corresponding picture, standing in a line in front of the board, and so on till the end of the story.

- In groups S. put the stripes of the story in order, then I invite them to read to check.

- Each group randomly mimes the lines of the story, while the others  have to guess and read the correct line of the story.

CROSS CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

History

Since the colleague of history and geography has already introduced the topics about the Middle Ages and the climatic zones, I take advantage of S’s knowledge to enlarge their vocabulary and at the same time to  reinforce their global learning.

- I talk to S. about the way of living in the Middle Ages and its peculiarity, mainly in L1, introducing some words in English from time to time.
Vocabulary:

Castle, minstrel, ballad, hunting, tournaments, chess and dice game.

Geography

In L1,  I ask S. how many different zones they know and what kind of trees they can find in the forest; so we have a discussion about the climatic zones, its flora and fauna.

Vocabulary:

temperate zone, cold zone, tropical zone, desert zone;

climate, mild, hot, dry, cold;

evergreen, oak-tree, chest-nut tree, walnut-tree, hazel-tree;

mushroom, strawberry, blueberry, blackberry, raspberry;

squirrel, woodpecker, deer, owl, wolf, insect.

ART & CRAFT ACTIVITIES

- S. search or draw pictures of trees, plants, animals and berries in order to make a big poster.

SUMMING UP

I’d like to say that children can easily learn lots of language if they are studying or have already studied the topic in other school subjects, because they can make a connection between what they already know in L1 and what they hypothesize . 

 I also realize that students enjoy doing the evaluation tests if they like the subject they have worked on and they feel a sense of achievement in doing well.

At the end of the unit we enjoy the video of “Robin Hood”

EVALUATION WORKSHEETS :

Crossword test

True-false test

Cloze test

Multiple choice 

WORKSHEET  1
ROBIN QUIZ CROSSWORD

LEGGI LA DEFINIZIONE, CERCA LA RISPOSTA GIUSTA, RISOLVI IL CRUCIVERBA E SCOPRI LA FRASE MISTERIOSA.

1-  NELLA FORESTA DI SHERWOOD UN GIORNO ARRIVA UNO .....................

2-  ROBIN HOOD AIUTA .....................

3-  ROBIN HOOD E’ UN FAMOSO ...................

4-  FRATE TUCK  AMA FARE   ..................

5-  ROBIN HOOD VIVE NELLA FORESTA CON LA SUA ...............

6-  LA POVERA GENTE VIVE NEL  ...................

7-  LO SCERIFFO DI NOTTINGHAM E’ ................

8-  LA GENTE RICCA VIVE NEL .................

9-  ROBIN HOOD  DONA ALLA POVERA  GENTE .....................

10- LITTLE JOHN E’ MOLTO  ...................

11- IL ......................  DI ROBIN HOOD E’ LO SCERIFFO

12- ROBIN HOOD E I SUOI UOMINI ................. LO SCERIFFO

13- ROBIN HOOD ..................... DENARO DAI RICCHI 

14- MAID MARION E’ LA .......................... DI ROBIN

15- IL RE RICCARDO E’ SOPRANNOMINATO .....................
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BOWMAN      CASTLE         ENEMY       FIGHT      GANG      GIRLFRIEND     

 LIONHEART        MONEY      POOR_PEOPLE        STRANGER      

 TALL      TRICKS       TAKES      VILLAGE      WICKED
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WORKSHEET 2

 PER OGNI FRASE SEGNA CON UNA X LA CASELLA TRUE O FALSE
	
	
	TRUE
	FALSE

	
	Robin Hood is a famous bowman
	
	

	
	Little John is tall
	
	

	
	In the Sherwood forest there are lots of  trees
	
	

	
	Robin Hood helps the rich people
	
	

	
	The sheriff of Nottingham is Robin’s friend 
	
	

	
	Maid Marion is Robin’s mother
	
	

	
	The sheriff of Nottingham is a wicked man
	
	

	
	The poor people live in the castle
	
	

	
	Robin Hood takes money from the rich people
	
	

	
	Robin Hood is the king of England
	
	

	
	Little John is short
	
	

	
	In the Sherwood forest there are lots of castles
	
	

	
	The sheriff of Nottingham is Robin’s enemy
	
	

	
	Robin Hood helps the poor people
	
	

	
	The sheriff of Nottingham is a good man
	
	

	
	The poor people live in the village
	
	

	
	Maid Marion is Robin’s girlfriend
	
	

	
	Robin Hood gives money to the poor people
	
	


WORKSHEET  3

 COMPLETA LE FRASI INSERENDO LA PAROLA GIUSTA
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asks    clever     fight    friend    gang    girlfriend     Lionheart 

 lives     love     merry     poor rich     stranger    tall     tricks    

 takes    village     wicked
Robin Hood . . . . . . . . . . .   in the Sherwood Forest with his . . . . . . . . . . .  

of men.   Little John is  very . . . . . . . . . . .and strong, he is Robin’s . . . . . . . 

Frier Tuck is . . . . . . . . . . .  and loves playing . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Maid Marion is Robin’s . . . . . . . . . . . , she is very beautiful.

Everybody in the . . . . . .. . . . .  loves Robin because he . . . . . . .. . . .  money 

from the . . . . . . . . . . people and gives to the . . . . . . . .. . .  people. 

Robin and his men . . . . . . . . . . .  their enemy,  the   . . . . . . . . . .  Sheriff 

of Nottingham.

One day a . . . . . . . . . . . . arrives.  Robin . . . . . . . . . . . . : ” Who are you ?”  

The stranger replies :  “I am King Richard the . . . . . . . . . . . . .” .

All the . . . . . . . . . . . .  men  shout :  ”We . . . . . . . . . . .         King Richard !”

WORKSHEET  4

Where is the Sherwood forest?

(  in the cold zone

(  in the tropical zone

(  in the temperate zone

(  in the desert zone

 What's the climate like in the temperate zone?

(  hot

(  mild

(  dry

(  cold

What can you find in the forest?

(  potatoes

(  bananas

(  oranges

(  mushrooms

What can you find in the temperate zone?

(  trees palm trees

(  cactus

(  evergreen

(  baobab trees

What animals can you find in the temperate zone?

(  penguins

(  parrots

(  deers

( gorillas

Where the climate is hot and rainy?

(  In the cold zone

(  in the temperate zone

(  in the desert zone

(  in the tropical zone

What do you wear in Summer?

(  sweater

(  T-shirt

(  coat

(  gloves

What's the weather like in Summer?

(  snowy

(  foggy

(  sunny

(  rainy

In which season is April?

(  in Winter

(  in Summer  

(  in Autumn

(  in Spring

What do you wear in winter?

(  shorts

(  coat

(  T-shirt

(  sandals
WORKSHEET  5

What is the Thames?

(  a lake 

(  a river

(  a museum

(  a palace

What is a castle?

(  a big cottage

(  a big flat

(  a big house

(  a big houseboat 

Where is Buckingham Palace?
(  in Nottingham

(  in London

(  in Dublin

(  in Washinghton

Who is a minstral?
(  a medieval bowman

(  a medieval singer

(  a medieval frier

(  a medeval servant

What is a ballad?

(  a medieval doll

(  a medieval game

(  a pop song

(  a medieval song
What are the most imporant free time activities in the middle ages?
(  footing and cycling 

(  hunting and tournaments

(  football and golf

(  tennis and climbing

What are the most important games in the middle ages?

(  crossword and scramble

(  videogames

(  chess and dice

(  monopoly

What is the most important sport in the middle ages?

(  football 

(  bow-shooting

(  rugby

(  baseball

Who lives in a city?

(  lots of kings

(  lots of animals

(  lots of queens 

(  lots of people

Where is the forest of Sherwood?

(  in the east of Scotland 

(  in the south of London

(  in the west of Scotland 

(  in the north of Nottingham

THE LINES OF THE STORY

ROBIN HOOD LIVES IN THE SHERWOOD FOREST WITH HIS GANG OF MEN.   

LITTLE JOHN IS VERY TALL AND STRONG. HE IS ROBIN’S FRIEND. 

FRIER TUCK IS CLEVER AND LOVES PLAYING TRICKS. 

MAID MARION IS ROBIN’S GIRLFRIEND, SHE IS VERY BEAUTIFUL.

EVERYBODY IN THE VILLAGE LOVE ROBIN BECAUSE HE TAKES MONEY FROM THE RICH PEOPLE AND GIVES TO THE POOR PEOPLE. 

ROBIN AND HIS MEN FIGHT THEIR ENEMY, THE WICKED SHERIFF OF NOTTINGHAM.

ONE DAY A STRANGER ARRIVES. 

ROBIN ASKS :” WHO ARE YOU ?”

THE STRANGER REPLIES :

”I’M KING RICHARD THE LIONHEART.” 

ALL THE MERRY MEN SHOUT :

”WE LOVE KING RICHARD !”      

FLASH  CARDS
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