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This is project aimed at searching new paradigms for creativity and knowledge building. The title is inspired by Platone and his rejection of any cultural homologation. We believe, together with Platone, that "doing philosophy with kids" means to inquire with them about the most fundamental questions for human kinds. This could be done by implementing educational practices based on fairy tales, Greek myths, the Jewish Midrash, and others sources.   

Objectives: 

1) Appreciation of otherness and reciprocity in a pro-social perspective;

2) Increase of problem solving abilities and control of their own mental states (metacognition), specially for differently able people;

3) Implementation of new opportunities for dialogue and for sharing; 

4) Activation of synergetic system able to integrate individual and group competencies in different contexts, in a collaborative perspective.

Methods: 

The holistic approach used includes different activities: dialogic, graphic, manipulative, musical. Students will use symbolic creativity, metaphors, and narrative thinking during their daily routine. Teachers will act as tutors guiding and scaffolding the classroom working as an autonomous research group. 

Those are the activities planned: 

· Collective discussions 

· cooperative interpretation of texts and pictures    

· role playing and theater 

· psychometric activities 

· music active listening

· mediated communication with partners at a distance 

· exchange of information and common data base (Internet based)

· collaborative writing and discussion (also supported by communication tools).

Procedure: 

Proper spaces are available for discussion and group activity. A multimedia lab will be used. Timing will be flexible, to respect the creativity needs and the group processes. Nevertheless, every week there will be a two hours collective discussion about questions "philosophically relevant". Other two weekly hours will be allocated for cooperative work in a virtual environment (Synergeia and AW) during which the classroom will be divided into groups and sub-groups. 

The teacher team will be composed by the teachers for human sciences, English, music, art and a computer expert. 

Assessment and pedagogical documents:

The main criteria for the assessment is the originality of materials and performances (both verbal and non verbal; on-line and in the classroom). Exhibitions will be prepared in the school to disseminate the work. Other dissemination activities will be in the format of publications and presentations at conferences. 

A qualitative assessment will be focused on the sense of belonging to the group and the degree of distribution, creation and sharing of knowledge. 

A great relevance is also assigned to the involvement of the families and to the attempt to harmonize educational strategies in family and at school. 

